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SERMON I. 


N 


PREACHED ON ADVENT SUNDAY) NOVEMBER 30, 1794. 


hy EPHESIANS, C. 5. PANE OF 5 27. 


2 A GLORIOUS CHURCH, 1 NOT. HAVING or, on WRINKLE, 
e OR ANY SUCH THING, 


ON' « this day, A . commences hs | 
: Eccleſiaſtical Year, according to the computation 
of the Church of England. By referring to your 
Prayer- books you will ſee that the ſeries of Collects, 
i Epiſtles, and Goſpels for each Sunday and Holyday 
| through the year, as alſo that of Proper Leſſons for 
the ſame, each begin their courſe, and as it were 4 
ſtart from this day. Herein it is obſervable that 
the Chu rch differs from every other. account of 
Y time whatſoever. And an ingenious reaſon has 
b been ol for this voy 1 deviation. + "(A 
. me in 1 


: Rr 
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dome Man, that the Word might be made Fleſh, 


. SERMON {Y 


in the Civil year the times are 1 meaſur' d 
by the courſe of the Sun in the firmament, whoſe - 
- diurnal rotation, to ſpeak popularly, metes out day 
and night to each quarter of the globe, while his 


annual courſe as regularly furniſhes each with the 


grateful viciſſitudes of ſeaſons, Summer, and Win- 
ter, Spring and Autumn: ſo the Church, in her 
diſtribution of the Year,, is guided by the Sun of 
Righteouſnels, Chriſt Jeſus ; previous to the cele- | 


bration of whoſe Nativity, which ſhe commemo- 


rates at Chriſtmas, ſhe has aſſign'd four Preparatory | 
weeks to pave the way for the obſervation of that 


ſolemn Feſtival, and as harbingers to uſher it in | 


with . . 


Our Religion is che Religion of Chriſt; our unh {He 


is in Chriſt, our- hope is is in Chriſt, our ſalvation is 
through Chriſt. But who | is Chriſt ? and how hath 


He atchieved ſalvation for his faithful ſervants? He 


\ is the ſecond Perſon i in the ever-bleſſed and glorious i; 
| Tri rinity; the only-begotten Son of God, and Him- . 


ſelf God, eternal, and uncreate. And He purchaſed 


our ſalvation by dying for our fins, and by rifing 
again for our juſtification. But He could not have 


died, unleſs He had been Man, and in order to be- 


and" 


. SERMON „„ 
and e Nuran nature e upon Him, i 1 was ; neceſſary | 
that He ſhould be born in the world. He was ſo; 
and from that auſpicious day ne He quitted | 
the Virgins womb, wherein He had been impriſoned 
during the appointed months, from that bleſſed 
day of glory to God on high, and of peace on earth, | 
and good will to men, do we date the firſt 'origin of 5 
5 Chriſtianity. During the long · protracted ſpace of 
four thouſand years from the creation and fall of 
man, the whole buſineſs of the Patriarchs, „of the 
Law, and of the Prophets, was to typify and fore- 
tell this great and momentous event: with the ut- 
moſt propriety therefore has the Church ſer apart 
the ſpace of four weeks, | to prepare our minds for 


it's due celebration. 5 


This 455 e. thus diſtinguiſh'd, appears to 
me a proper time for entering upon a plan which 
I have long had in contemplation ; which is, to offer 
to your ſerious conſideration a defence and vindica- 
tion of that moſt excellent and truly primitive 
Church, whereof we all are happily members, and - 
of which Myſelf, however unworthy, have the 
5 honour to be a Miniſter, from the invidious cavils 
and groundleſs objections of thoſe who have evil 


; will at this our Sion ; who in this age and nation, 
ko cod 


5 SERMON: 


1 and ab in this l are reſtleſs b | 
in their oppoſition thereunto, and ceaſe not their 


endeavours to put men out of conceit with it's 


doctrines and ſervices, and I myſt add, to turn them 


aſide from the truth, as it is in Jeſus. Sincerely 
and cordially as 1 feel myſelf from conviction at- 


tach'd. to the Church of England, I could wiſh to 
inculcate a ſimilar reſpect and reverence thereunto 
upon thoſe who ate committed to my charge. 
I could wiſh that every one, even the moſt unlearn- 
. ed and ignorant among my flock, might be enab!'d 4 
to comply with the Apoſtle's injunction, of giving jt 
do every one that aſketh them a reaſon of che hope 
hat is in them; that each might have a ready reply 1 
both to the ſerious attacks on our faith and doctrine, Ne 


and to the petulant cavils at our ſervices and cere- 


monies. To this ſubject then I intend to dedicate 


a ſeries of diſcourſes, t to. be continued at intervals, 5 


0 1 of; health and leiſure ſhall give me opportunity; 
and which I purpoſe to diſcriminate by prefixing to. 
6 each the ſame „ 


8 
: & > "A +. i * . - : TR ' Wy 
- P 8 10 9 . 
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To theſe Jin mean the 1 Ace as 3 01 
e and herein I ſhall firſt enter a little 
more largely into the reaſons Which have induc d 
me to e this Play e 1 ſhall give you a Uh. 
Fart i brief 1 


. 3 


4 brief explanation. of the Text, ſhewing vob 
by ans its connection with the Context, and alſo how 
1 mean to apply it; and laſtly ſhall ſketch out to 
you the method which ſtrikes me as moſt proper 
to be purſued in the farther proſecution of theſe 
diſcourſes. Firſt then for * reno for e 
—_ e ODER en 5 


© Now bert it ig be deem'd ſufficient to ek 
theſe two general motives ; ; firſt; that as a Miniſter 3 
of the Eſtabliſhment it is my duty to defend the 
Church, whoſe bread I eat; and ſecondly, that as 
your Paſtor it is my duty to impart to you all things | 
whatſoever that I am myſelf fully convinc'd are 
true, and alſo tend to your edification. But then 
it may be objected, that if a Chriſtian Miniſter 
take care to inſtruct his flock in the genuine . 
doctrines of che Goſpel; and the nature of their 
practical duty; preſſing upon them a blameleſs life, 
wu a ſtri& adherence to the rules which Chriſt 
hath laid down for their behaviour toward God, 
cheir neighbour, and themſelves; it were better 
for him to keep clear of whatever may tend to 
NEG controverſy ; and of courſe to ayoid meddling with 


 .thoſe nicer ſhades of diſtinction which divide and - 


dringen che various ſects and perſuaſions of | 
B 3 bt 4s . Corn, 


„% ere 


n abd concerning which mankind will never F 
be brought to think alike. I acknowledge 8 
force of the objection, and in general have acted under 
1 conviction. But as in war a ſkilful Commander 
will ever adapt his conduct to that of the enemy, 
varying his modes of attack and defence according 
to the circumſtances of time and place, and the 
motions and relative ſituations of the foe ; juſt ſo is 
the caſe of the Chriſtian Warrior. It the adver- 
ſary make an open aſſault, he muſt be reſiſted with 
| courage: if he proceed covertly by ſap, he muſt be | 
counteracted with addreſs, Should'the wolf overleap 
F the fold, he muſt be boldly withſtood; ſhould he 
prowl about in ſheep's clothing, the ſhepherd muſt 
7 ſtrip him of his borrow'd-ſkin. Arpreſent, the times N 
loudly call upon the friends of the Church of Eng- 


land for the moſt vigilant circumſpection, and the 


moſt active defence: the conduct of che Sectaries 4 


provokes us to ĩt. Not content with the liberal tole- 


aw — - 
a AD et * ” — 
75 * 
3 N 
= _— 2 3 — 


K* ae 
a4 — wry ax ES 8 7 - . - p 0 n . - "A ” W 
ms E 08" 4 N - 1 * r FFF * ; l 4 4 3 2 ; - | yl 
eat Toned? IT — Ü nat Co BET i: 5 "x fs e 7 15 n , + h ; * RS 9 n "FS , * 
Erna Oar 2. 1 K- OT” a Saf hs +. 3 2 6 1 N * 2 = 5 2 * 7 c 5 * ; 7 2 * 8 
. 2 7 3 * . 23 1 2 % 2 5 — 8 . 2 - 8 q > 2 * — — — oof . : " — — > 


np: 
F a I en 


£ — = —— 


—— 


— 
- 


- 


— r 3 72 — Ss 8 4 KJ a k Se 

5 . _ BJ 2 - - "Jinn U »* wa «© * 1 u 8 Ah — oo 2 Fe 

n 4 2 Dee ends Low -- — . — Pe” 
3 Phe CY 2 * 


r 


= IT ber bn - Lal. cu it ne ee. - » eo i et. 
— — — 4 
4 -V 
5 C 


* — 
2 v 


OY 
3 


8 
— 
— 


"= 


_ , ration allow'd them by the laws, they diſdain to ſtop 5 
mort of Proſelytiſm. In this populous diſtrict of 
ours, and the caſe i is the ſame in many others, the 


ſſmmallneſs and inconvenience of our place of worſhip, OTE 


5A With it's diſtance from ſome thickly inhabited parts 
of che Pariſh, are circumſtances much in their favour, * 
lorcheſe a remedy wil cruſt be one day provided; 


* 


r 


. 


and that probably at no very great diſtance of time. 
In the mean while the Diſſenters not only, inſinuate 


privately. to-individuals, but publiſh openly to the 
world their objeCtions to the Eſtabliſhment. Nor is 
it a matter of ſmall conſequence to what congrega- 


tion you join yourſelves. However ſlightly, and even 
 contemptuouſly, ſome of their champions may have 
affected to treat the notion of an Alliance between 


Church and State, yet does the united voice of hiſ- 


tory and experience concur in proving, that they 
have ever flouriſh'd and declin'd together. Let us 
but advert to the now-exiſting poſture of affairs. 2 


While the Nation i is ſtraining every nerve to the 
utmoſt ſtretch in oppoſition to the wanton and un- 


provok'd attacks of the moſt ferocious, blood-thirſ- 


ty, and unprincipl'd Banditti that ever ravag'd the 


face of the earth; while, in the common caule of all 
European Kings and Governments, we have ſeen 
ourſelves firſt feebly ſupported; and then deſerted 
and abandon'd, if not betray'd, by almoſt every Ally; 
while Peace may poſſibly be neceſſary to our ſafety, 
1 however fatal to our honour: what in the mean time 
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do we ſee going on at home? a ſet of Societies, al- : 


| ſembling together under ſpecious titles, and upon 


plauſible pretences ; acting in open and avow'd de- 
Ny Hanes to o the Laws. and the ene and diſ- 
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} 


ſeminating heir poiſonous doctrines with unremit- | 


ted viglance and activity through every corner of 


che land. And when ſome of the ringleaders have 


been brought to their Trials, though the voice of 


their country have acquitted them of the actual 


crime of Treaſon, yet not a doubt remains in the 


breaſt of every candid man of their having ap- 
proach'd the very verge of Treaſon ;- and however 
their overt acts may have ſteer'd clear of the penal- 


ties of the Law, yet are their | intentions ſufficiently 


apparent. And among all the numerous members 


of theſe ſo juſtly obnoxious Societies, of whatever 
deſcription or rank 1 in life, I dare take upon me to 


aſſert, chere can not be found one fingle true, genu- 
Ine, and ſincere member of the Church of England. 


There is, there can "Oh, no ak.” derween 


125 3 Chriſt and Belial. 


Bot endügh has been fald in \ explanation of my 


N : reaſons, and enough I truſt to convince you not only 
l of the propriety, but alſo of tlie expediency of the 
2 deſign [ have undertaken. I ſhall therefore now pro- 
cced in the ſecond place to a brief elucidation of the 
Text and Context. Saint Paul in this Chapteri is giv-. 


ning the Epheſians ſome inſtructions concerning re- 


| lative ons. and ne an the e ob- 
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3 ligations of the conjugal ſtate, he commands huſ- | 
bands to love their wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved 
the Church. In the ſacred language of the New. 


35 Teſtament the appellation of the wife or ſpouſe of 


Chriſt is commonly given to the Chriſtian Church, 
Now the word, Church, has three different appro- 
priate ſenſes. In its moſt ordinary and ſimple mean- 
ing it, denotes the edifice wherein e meet toge- 

cher for the purpoſes of public prayer, preaching, 
and the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, with other 
ſolemn ordinances of our holy Religion; and where- 
in we ate now aſſembled. Secondly, it denotes the 
members of Chriſt, or the aggregate body of Chriſ- 


tian people, whereſoever diſpers'd over the ſurface - 


of the globe: and thirdly it ĩs uſed to ſignify a parti- 
_ cular Chriſtian Community, who agree together in 
the ſame doctrine and diſcipline, and in the uſe of 
the ſame rites and ordinances; in which ſenſe we 
ſpeal of the Greek Church, the Church of Rome, 
the Church of England, and ſo forth. Now it is 
moſt clearly in the ſecond ſenſe that the word ĩs here 
uſed by the Apoſtle, when he ſays of the Church, 


chat Chriſt gave himſelf for it, that He might ſanc- 


tify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the 
word; that He might preſent it to Himſelf a glori- 


dus e not having on. or wrinkle, or any . 


1 ſuch 


d a 


„%%  ERAWON k- - 


ſuch thing; but that it ſhuld be holy, and without 
blemiſh. But in the application of theſe words, I 
muſt confine the term to it's third and more limited 


ſenſe : my deſign being to ſhew you, that the Church 
of England is in fact poſſeſs'd of thoſe qualifications 
which Saint Paul declares to be characteriſtic of 
the Church of Chriſt in the more extended ſenſe ; or 
that it is, as far as the imperfections of every merely 
human inſtitution will admit, a glorious Church, not 


having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. It may | 
be proper to obſerve here that the whole expreſſion 


is figurative; the alluſion ſeeming to be to a gar- 


ment, probably the Wedding-garment ; which being 


new and clean for the N would of courſe be . 
free n 88 8 or 8 


Thus ch may y uce 1 to elucidate FE Text, | 
and to ſhew you in what manner I mean to apply 


it. All that ſeems farther neceſſary at preſent is, 


to ſketch out to you the order I mean to purſue in 
/ diſcourſes that are to follow. Firſt then it may 


be proper to begin with a ſuccin& hiſtorical account 


of our National Church; ſhewing you thoſe cor- 
ruptions of Popery which it ſo laudably rejected, 
and neee eee the point whereat it ſtop'd; 
While forms other Reformens, poſſeſs d of more e zeal. 
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ö 


than 3 proceeded to Hh greater lengths. 
This will probably take up two Sermons ; when 


the way being thus clear'd, my next object will be 
that fundamental doctrine, the very groundwork of 
0 hriſtianity, which the Diſſenters of this day almoſt 


univerſally reject, the Divinity of Chriſt ; and while 


on this ſubject, I ſhall take occaſion to vindicate 
our Church from the outery rais'd againſt her for 
retaining what is uſually call'd the Athanaſian Creed. 
This topic diſcuſs d, whichT judge will take up three 
_ diſcourſes, what then remains will be to conſider 
and refute the various cavils and objections ſo induſ- 
triouſly and ſo maliciouſly thrown out againſt our 
Church, with its ceremonies, liturgy, and ſeveral 


Offices, contain'd in, and preſcrib'd «by the book 


of Common Prayer, as ſet forth by authority. 


This par: of my plan I imagine may require to f 


be branch'd- out into about four Sermons more; 
and I hope I may venture to promiſe not to treſpaſs 
upon your time to any. very conſiderable length 
ir” any one ſingle diſcourſe. 1 will conclude the 


preſent with my hearty prayer to the Almighty, 


not only that the reſult of the whole may be your 
thorough conviction, that the Church of England 
is a glorious Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 


or any ſuch thing; but alſo that He may grant you 


Fd 


b 


walk worthy | 


you are called, and 


1 


that ye may 
the ſons of God, without rebuke. 


o 


Ghoſt, be aſ 
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Now to God the F 
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PREACH'D ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 1794- 


= 


TE 

3 Hide d in = firſt Sermon on theſe words 
ſkerch'd out to you the method I propos'd to pur- 
ſue in my following diſcourſes on the ſubject, 1 
ſhall now without any further introduction enter 

upon the firſt part of my plan ; which i is, to give 
you a ſuccinct hiſtorical account of our national 

Church; ſhewing you thoſe corruptions of Popery 


which it fo laudably rejected, and alſo pointing 


out where it ſtopt: while other Reformers, poſſeſs'd 


of more zeal than knowledge, | went "auch greater N 


15 


When our bleſſed Seribet had San 1 
filled the important end of his Incarnation, and 
finiſhed the work for which his Father ſent Him 
VV wk into 


x 


» 
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; 


into the world; when after a life wholly went in 4 

ing good, and teaching and preaching the word of 
God, He at laſt died on the croſs for our fins, and 
roſe again from the grave for our juſtification; his 
laſt parting words to his diſciples, previous to his 
aſcenſion into heaven, to the boſom of his Father, 
which for our ſakes He had ſo graciouſly quitted for 
a ſeaſon ; his laſt words, as recorded by the holy 
- Evangeliſt Saint Matthew, were theſe: All power 
is given unto Me in heaven and in earth, Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : reaching them to obſerve all things, 
whatſoever 1 have commanded you; and lo! I am 
| with you ay, even unto the end of the work. 


IN At cher 1 of time hs whats world had long.” 
| loſt the knowledge of the one true God, and was 
ov pread with heatheniſra and idolatry ; ; fave only 


the ſingle nation of the Jews, the poſterity of faith- 
ful Abraham, and of whom Chriſt came in the fleſh, 
To theſe were the divine oracles committed, and to 
| theſe was the Moſaic diſpenſation confin' d. But 
the Meſſiah was to found an univerſal Religion, to 


Fr comprehend the. whole race of mankind ; not par- 
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tial to the deſcendants of Abraham, but general ſor 


5 SERMON. II. 8 
all che ſons of Adam. And this new Religion was 
not only to aboliſh heatheniſm and idolatry, but 
allo to ſuperſede. the Law of Moſes; which had 
now. fulfilled its office of a ſchool-maſter, to bring 
it's followers to Chriſt. Jeſus then, having while on 
earth laid the foundation of this new religion, com- 
mits to his diſciples, in the words above recited from 
Saint Matthew, the care of compleating the edifice. 
In obedience then to this charge, they went forth, 
as Saint Mark takes care to inform us, and preach- 
ed every where; the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with ſigns following. So won- 5 
derful, I may ſay ſo miraculous a revolution requir'd 
miraculous aids; and the Apoſtles were thereby 
enabPd in a very ſhort time to convert aſtoniſhing 
| multitudes to the Faith, But large as was the har- 
veſt, the labourers were few. In this caſe - - Jos 
had been previouſly inſtructed by their Maſter to : 
pray to the Lord of the harveſt that He would 
ſend forth more labourers into the harveſt. They + 
did ſo; and accordingly as the number of converts 
increas'd they form'd them into Societies, or Com- 
munities, and plac'deach congregation under the care 
of ſome approv'd Diſciple, whom they.ordain'd ta 


the Miniſtry by laying on of hands, and de . 


5 ORG the gift of the TO Ghoſt, „ 
her . 
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Nom theſe primitive W FO, ordained 5, 


_ and conſtituted by the Apoſtles, were at firſt indiſ- 
criminately nam'd either Biſhops, which literally | 


ſignifies | Overſeers or Preſbyters, the literal mean- 


ing of which word is Elders; a title purely” exc- 
preflive of Age, and partly of Authority. We 


read alſo in the ſucth Chapter of the Acts, of another 


2 inferior Order appointed by the Apoſtles; diſ- 


tinguiſh'd by the name of Deacons ; whoſe buſineſs 


: was to ſuperintend what is there call'd the daily mi- 
niſtration or the diſtribution of the alms of the 


more opulent Chriſtians among the widows, and 


ſuch as were deſtitute of daily bread. But as the 
word of God grew mightily and prevailed, whole N 
nations by degrees, and at laſt the mighty Roman 


Empire, then miſtreſs of the world, embracing the 
faith, and profeſſing Chriſtianity ; conſequently the 
Church, thus enlarg'd, found it expedient to adapt 


it's mode of internal government to that which 
then took place in civil ſociety. Accordingly we 
| find an eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy ſubſiſting at a very 
_ early period: ſmaller diftrifts, ſimilar to our modern 
55 Pariſhes, being aſſign'd to the care of particular 
Miniſters under the appellation of Preſbyters, „ 
Prieſts, aſſiſted where neceſſary by one or more 
by Nene: 1 0 number ol cheſe vnitecd FN . 
, | Dioceſe | 


SERMON e 


Dioceſe ood the government of a ſuperior Mit- | 
ſter, dignified by the title of Biſhop : and ſome- 
times the Biſhops of a whole province or kingdom 
acknowledging the paramount authority of One, 
call'd from his pre-eminence, Archbiſhop; and from 
his reſidence in the Page 1 or ROI 
W N a 1 


That in the Chriſtian Church, curing it's early 
days of primitive and unadulterated purity, ſome 
ſuch ſubordination and government was generally, 
if not univerſally eſtabliſh'd, we are furniſh'd with 
uncontrovertible proof from genuine and authentic 
hiſtory. But alas ! theſe days of it's purity were 
of ſhort duration. The miraculous powers be- 
ſtow'd by Chriſt on his Apoſtles, and continued to 


and the Church, now paſt it's infancy, and advancing 
with haſty ſtrides to the full vigour of maturity, was 
left to ĩtſelf to make it's way in the world, without 
any farther ſupernatural aſſiſtances. Then did hu- 
man pride and human paſſions quickly deface the 
faireſt ſyſtem the world had ever beheld: and that 
to ſuch a degree, that though long ago revealPd by the 
Prophetie Spirit both under the Old and New Dif- 
penſation, yet mankind were never able to com- 5 
l ROY the * of thoſo Prophecies, till chey 
| : 9 | beheld, 


— 


their immediate ſucceſſors, were ſoon withdrawn 


% SERMON. 1. 


' beheld them fatally verified by the eyent. It is not 


my deſign here to trace minutely the origin and 
progreſs of the Papal uſurpations and corruptions ; 


ſuffice it to ſay, that the Biſhops of Rome, merely 
from the circumſtance of local ſituation, as reſiding 


in that grand- Capital of the Empire, began very 
ſoon to harbour views of ambition ; claiming to 
themſelves not only a pre-eminence over all other 


5 Biſhops, but farther arrogating ſuch a ſupremacy in 
Spirituals, as the Roman Emperors exercis'd in i 
Temporals. When that Empire was weaken'd by 


the memorable diviſion into the Eaſtern and Weſt- 
ern, and the Imperial reſidence remov'd from 


Rome to Conſtantinople; then did the Biſhops of 


the latter City maintain a violent ſtruggle with thoſe 
of the former ſor this aſſum d Supremacy; to which 


both had an equal Right, that is in fact no Right at 


all. But when afterwards the Northern Barbarians 0 


totally deſtroy'd the Weſtern Empire, and Rome, 
from being Miſtreſs of the world, became ſubject 
to the dominion of thoſe fierce invaders; then was | 
the foundation laid of that ſtupendous uſurpation 


which ſoon ſpread over all Europe, and involv'd 


both the minds and bodies of men in compleat ſub- 
1 jugation and abſolute ſlavery to a new Antichriſtian 


Power, molt ſtrangely and incongruoully blending 7 
en en with Hh temporal, F or theſe Con- 
M, Ws OY PLC gqauerors 
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querofs being ignorant and illiterate beyond con · 
ception, and having for the moſt part embrac'd 
Chriſtianity either before, or ſoon aſter their con- 
queſts, Superſtition and Bigotry follow 'd cloſe in the 
train of their victories, and ſoon gave ample ſcope 
to the ambition and avarice of the Roman Biſhops. 
An attempt to point out the progreſſive ſteps and 

| degrees of their ſucceſſive encroachments would 

lead me to an unwarrantable length; and beſides 
forms no part-of my preſent plan, which is only 
to ſhew you what actually were the corruptions of | 
the Church of Rome at the time when this Nation 
' with ſome others ſeparated from her Communion. 
Theſe are neceſſary to be explain'd, in order to vin- 
dicate our Church from the charge brought againſt 
us by the Papiſts on one hand, for what they call a 
needleſs and unjuſtifiable ſeparation; and by the 
Sectaries on the other hand, for what they call a 
partial and imperſect ſeparation: each of which is 
inconſiſtent with the character of the eh of 
Chriſt 1 in my Text. 


Let wh then take a ſurvey of the Romiſh or Po- 
piſh Religion, as it was for ſome centuries profeſs'd 
by almoſt all Europe, and among the reſt by our 
Anceſtors in this Ifland ; and is at this time adher'd 
to by leyeral, and thoſe very conſiderable Chriſtian 
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| > Powers: for its tenets and principles are in fact the | 
3 | ſame now, as they were between two and three cen- 
© turies apo; however ſome of the moſt abſurd and 
He unwarrantable of them may be palliated or gloſs'd 
Hy" over by its more learned profeſſors in theſe more en- 
lighren'd times. In the firſt place then the Biſhop | 
of Rome, or as he is moſt uſually ſtil'd, the Pope, 
not only claims a fupremacy and abſolute authority 
over all other Biſhops, and over all ſpiritual per ſons 
whatſoever; but alſo over all temporal Monarchs, 
and their reſpective dominions. Pretending to be 
the immediate ſucceſſor of Saint Peter, and the fole 
2 _  » Vicar, or rather Viceroy of Chriſt upon carth, he 
128 x bed frequently both arrogated and exercis'd the pow- 
Fe er of creating and depoſing Kings; of granting and 
taking away kingdoms; of abſolving Subjects from 
their Allegiance, and authorizing them to murder 
their Sovereigns. To impreſs the idea of his tran- 
ſoendent ſuperiority over earthly Kings, while the 
El uſual mode of ceremonial. approach to their pre- 
f . ſence was with bended knee, and kiſſing hands, 
| 4 VV to the Pope was by proſtration of body, and 
1 kiffing his feet: nay ſome of the mightieſt Monarchs 
I xy Ok: of Germany and France has he compelP'd to the 
_  abje& and humiliating degradation of holding the 
„ ſtirrup while he mounted his mule. Add to this his 
1 | ill more inſolent claim to abſolute infallibility; and 
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in conſequence thereof of garbelling and moulding 
the Chriſtian Faith at pleaſure ; adding new articles 
or ſuperſeding old ones; and utterly invalidating the 
Scriptures of truth, partly by his own arbitrary inter- 
pretations, and partly by aſſerting the ſuperiority 
of his own dictatorial mandates to the written 
word. 5 


Having attain'd this ſummit of power and great- 
neſs, we find him ſticking at no innovation, however 
unwarrantable, or even contrary to the word of 
God, as taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in 
order to ſecure and ſtrengthen this uſurp'd power; 
to flatter his Ambition, and pamper his avarice. 
To this end a main object of his policy was to ſe- 
cure in his intereſt the whole body of the Clergy, 
who through the profound ignorance and abject 
ſuperſtition. of the times were become by far the 
moſt numerous, powerful, and opulent body in 
every State of Chriſtendom. Accordingly they 
were prohibited to marry; that being depriv'd 
of each tender domeſtic connection, their attach- 
ments to their Country might be thereby weaken'd ; 
and depending entirely on the Pope for preferment 
they might be ever ready to fide with him, in op- 

Pofitiono the civil Sovereignties of their reſpeftive 
Nations. To a deep laid ſcheme for the exaltation 

700 e e 3 
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of the aothoriry and conſequence of the N way 
5 0 be trac'd the original of that monſter” of impiety 


| ' © andabſurdity, ſo well known by the name of Tran- 


1 No ſubſtantiation. F or Chriſt having inſtituted the Sa- 
© +) crament of the Euchariſt, both as a commemora- 
tion of his death, and as a fæderal rite for the con- 
veyance of the benefits of that ſacrifice once offer'd 
by Him on the croſs for the ſins of the whole world; 
the Church of Rome taught that their Maſs, ſo they 
call the bleſſed Euchariſt, was itſelf an actual perpe- 
 tually-renew'd ſacrifice; that on the pronouncing of 
the words of conſecration by the Prieſt, the ele- 
ments of bread and wine inſtantaneouſly chang' d 
their nature and ſubſtance, and became the real 
Body and Blood of Chriſt: thus blaſphemouſly : arro- 
1 | gating to the Clergy the power of creating God; 
o fay nothing of theſhocking abſurdity of ſwallow- 
WH 978 ing Him too. Still to keep the Laity at a farther 
3 diſtance, they denied them a participation of the 
Y Cup, in direct violation of the Redeemer” 8 com- 
; mand, Drink ye All of this. They multiplied che 
Sacraments from two, the number inſtituted by 
Chriſt, to ſeven: they prohibited the Laity from 
reading the Scriptures: they enjoin'd all the Servi- 
ces of the Church to be perform'd in an unknown | 
tongue: they authoriz'd the worſhip of Images, 
Particularly Crucifixes, or repreſentations of Chriſt's 
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. hanging on the croſs, in pointed oppoſition 


to the ſecond Commandment in the Decalogue: 
they enjoin'd the invocation of Saints and Martyrs, 


as Interceſſors with God, in manifeſt contradiction 


to the ſole interceſſion of Jeſus, whom the Scrip- 
tures declare to be the One and only Mediator be- 
tween God and Man : they aſcrib'd to the. Virgin 


Mary a worſhip and reverence ſuperior to that 


which they allow'd to the Saviour of the world; 
praying her in their add reſſes to lay her authoritative 
maternal commands on her Son to grant their peti- 
tions. In conſequence of the plenary power of 
forgiving fins, ſaid to be veſted in the Pope, a moſt 
ſhameful and ſcandalous traffic was inſtituted in 
diſpenſations and indulgences; ſo that for ſtipulated 
ſums of money may be obtain d not only permiſſion 


to omit the practice of any moral or chriſtian duty, 


but ſtill farther, abſolution and pardon for all ſins 


already committed, or to be committed hereafter; 
without any the leaſt regard to the Goſpel- terms of 
F orgiveneſs, Repentance and Amendment. And 


not to tire and diſguſt you with a recital of the 
trumpery of Relics, and other ſuch dregs of ſuper- 
ſtirion, they invented a moſt ſingular and unſcriptu- 


ral doctrine, which they alſo exalted into an indif- 
penſable article of faith, reſpecting an imaginary 
Purgatory, or ſtate of. the dead; wherein the ſouls. 


at a of 


———— * — 
— ” 


TEES ASS bo oe. et 


py — 
2 


n 
2 ML — 
7 


— * 
3 
r — 
- „ 
— 


— 
ts 
S « 
—— — 
as h, 


= Þ r — A 2 — 
— — — . IEIoaporay CBS zac. e — 
— — — — — pe —— ey ere DoS * 4 — wo 


—— 


n 152 «a: - 3 e 4 x is I 85 p 
Sa 3.35 Mgt * TH po. 4 dy # „ 'S . 


of the deceas'd were to undergo the moſt horrible 


torments, till liberated by prayers and Maſles; all 
of which had their ſet and ſtated IE 
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rn I have endeavour'd to ani into as 


- 


ſmall a compaſs as poſſible this imperfe& detail of 


the manifold and groſs corruptions of Popery, yet 


has it ſweld to a length abundantly ſufficient for a 
fingle diſcourſe. It appears 1 imagine pretty 


plainly, that che Fabric of the Romiſh Church, 


ance, had long ceas'd to be free from ſpot or wrin- 
kle; and that it was high time to liſten to the ſerip- 


ne on che ſame Text. 


No to in the Father, PO and 6 char, 


be 4 honour and glory * evermore. Amen, _ 
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however ſplendid and glorious in external appear- 


- tural injundtion, Come out of her, my people, that 
| ye be not partakers of her ſins; that ye receive not 
of her plagues. Bleſſed be God, we of this nation 

| have long ſinee come out of her; but in what man- 
ner and to what degree, muſt be reſerv'd for my next 
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PREACH'D ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 21, 1794. 


WF IN my laſt diſcourſe on theſe words I laid before 


you a conciſe, but I hope tolerably accurate detail 
of the corruptions of Chriſtianity which prevail'd in 
the Church of Rome, The firſt beginnings of 
theſe corruptions may be trac'd as far back as to 
 thoſt early times when the Roman Empire under 
Conſtantine, renouncing the idolatry of Paganiſm, 
embrac'd the religion of Chriſt. But their advan- 
ces being progreſſive, and at firſt flow, though rapid 
afterwards, they did not attain to their full growth 
till ſomewhat more than five hundred years ſince; 


ly defac'd and obſcur'd, but well nigh extinguilh'd : 


or to adopt the N Sgnificant metaphor of the 


Text. 


at which time ſuch was their prevalence and univer- 
ſality, that true and genuine Chriſtianity was not on- 


9338 N 


* * 
* * a 1 7 1 as te „„ 1 — a 7 * __ SOT A.” 5 > W — - rt es 2 _ — 606 $4 — 2 _ * — - 
— 2 5 4 4 : ++ 4 4 a 3s 
*S. A PPT—T———TTTTTTTTT ens 4 — 5 — a — 
. x PR hace : * 7 * - + 8 AAT 3 — 4th — — — 0 2 2 * * — * TS. ue . . e > be. — 25 — — — pom 33 22 — 
- (- 8 „ „„ — — — — —— ** . * 5 - 
— het <A ried . —ðĩ IT . pag 3 W — . — — 2 DDr 8 — — — 1 2 * 4 - 
f N. — 


26 SERMON, in 
Text, the bridal garment was ſo ſpotted and wrink- 
, Ie, that its original form and texture could no 
| e longer be diſcoverd. Not but that as in the moſt 
ER corrupt Xa of the Jewiſh Religion God declar'd 


there were ſtill left in Iſrael ſeven thouſand faith- 

ful who had never bowed the knee to Baal; fo in the 
times above deſcrib d there were always ſome ſew 
who faw and regretted the prevailing errors; and 
both in our own and in foreign countries ſome bold 
oppoſitions were made to them even in the darkeſt | 


Wo 1 ages; but they were ſoon cruſh” d by the iron rod 
. olf power; and perſecution drench'd the altar of | 
Woes tes” Chriſt with the Good of his faithful witneſſes, 3 


In this o- tate did all Chriſtendom re- 
main for about two Centuries; ; when a fortunate 
diſcoyery was made, accidentally to outward ap- 
pearance, but . which, when we conſider it's moſt 
} | „ extenſive and beneficial conſequences, we cannot 
1 9 ſeruple to attribute to the benign interpoſition of 
an all gracious Providence; 1 mean the invention 
of the Art of printing. Antecedently to this period 


ſuch was the ſcarcity and dearneſs of Books, as to 
render them wholly unattainable by any but the 


great and opulent; and ſuch was the barbariſm, g 
| ſuch were the manners of the times, that thoſe 
1 1 great and opulent who alone were able to pur- 

„ chaſe, 
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Gute neglected and def; 1 FORE? Looking upon 
War as the only honourable employment, and alone 
worthy of the Gentleman, they gloried in their igno- 


rance of Letters; and among Sovereign Princes and 
dignified Eccleſiaſtics, it was no ordinary attain- 
ment for a man to be capable of writing his own 


name. But no ſooner had the art of printing, by 
multiplying copies, reduc'd the purchaſe of Books 
within the compaſs of moderate incomes, than learn- 
ing began to revive; and a new and powerful 
light burſting upon the world, penetrated and by 
degrees diſpers'd the black darkneſs of ignorance. 
Copies of the holy ſcripture now began to find their 
way into private hands; tranſlations of them were 
made into the vernacular tongues of each nation : 
the Clergy ſtudied them with avidity; numbers: 
among the Laity, in ſpite of the Church's prohibi-. 
tions, did the ſame : and the minds of men, gradu- 
ally awaken'd from that torpid lethargy, or rather 
deep ſleep, in hich they had ſiumber d for ſo many 
| fucceſlive ages, were prepar'd to exerciſe their in- 
herent and unalienable prerogative of thi nking for 
themſelves. In ſhort, the Age both mind and 
was prepar'd for,. — a Reformation, | 


It was in Saxony, ane uf the German Em- 
ny that this nen, firſt took | its riſe. That 
country 
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* n honour of giving birth to the fa-. 
| 0 mous Martin Luther; whoſe eyes were firſt open' d, 
5 . and his zeal awaken'd, by the ſcandalous and bare- 
fac'd traffic of Indulgences. The detection of one 
_ abuſe 'pav'd the way for that of ethers; till at 
length he was led on to a denial of their funda- 
mental tenet of the Pope's infallibility: a tenet 
Which he ſhew'd to be equally repugnant to ſound 
reaſon, and to genuine Chriſtianity. In ſhort, ſuch 
was his ability, and ſuch his intrepidity, that he 
compleatly tore off the maſk- which had ſo long | 
conceabd the horrors of this corrupt Communion, 
and expog'd it's deformiey to open view. The 
progreſs of theſe new principles upon the Conti- 
nent, the wars they occafion'd between their abet- 
tors and oppoſers, together with the ſtates and 
| kingdoms by which they were finally embrac'd - 
or rejected; all theſe are points foreign to the pur- 
poeaſe of my plan; which is confin'd to the eſta» 
bliſhmenr and ſettlement of our own church. 
I mean to ſhew you, that although. this kingdoms 
had not the honour of leading the way, and of ap- 90 
pearing among the firſt Reformers; yet ſuch was 
5 her good ſenſe and moderation, as juſtly to merit 
ibtce praiſe of having conſtituted the moſt pure and 
maiuuly primitive Church at this day exiſting in the 
world: a Church, approaching as near as any hu- 
4 1 


SERMON .,, 1y 
man inſtitution can approach, to the ſcriptural de 


ſcription in the Text, of a glorious Church, not 


| ww ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch ery 


At the od 4 time, when the e 
preach'd by Luther was making a rapid progreſs 
in Germany, the Throne of this - kingdom was 
flbd by Henry the eighth, the moſt abſolute and 
imperiaus of all the Tudor family: a race far 
more arbitrary than any of their ill-fated ſucceſſors 
of the Stuart line. The principles of Hberty, 
which at this day ſo eminently diſtinguiſh our 
glorious conſtitution, were then but ſeebly felt by 
the Subject; and the leading features in the cha- 
racter of the Monarch were pride, uſt, caprice and 
cruelty. Bigoted to the religion of his Anceſtors, 


be and incens'd. at what he deem'd the inſolent bold- 


_ neſs of a private Prieſt, in controverting the opini- 
ons of his ſuperiors, he enter'd the fiſts as a cham- 
pion againſt Luther; and compos · d, or at leaſt 
publiſh'd a Treatiſe, in oppoſition to his doctrines: 
in grateful return for which work, the Pope con- 
ferr'd upon him that title, which ſtill remains an- 


nex'd to the Britiſh Crown, of Defender of the 
Faith. Not long afterwards, in a quarrel with a 


rite. 


3% sERMoR .. 


rite hab of a divorce from his lawful wiſe, in 


order to enable him to marry another woman, on 


whom he had fix'd his affections;; he ſuddenly re- 
nounc'd the Papal Supremacy, and declar'd him- 


elf ſupreme Head of the Church, within his own 
dominions. He proceeded farther to ſuppreſs the 

numerous Religious F oundations 5 throughout the | 
Realm, ſeizing their temporalties into his own 
hands; and laviſhly ſquandering many of them up- 


on his Courtiers and Favourites. Still amid all this 


rapacious violence, he pertinaciouſly adher'd to 
moſt of the capital errors of Popery ; and expect- 
ing his Subjects to conform implicitly to his own. 


notions, he. procur'd the enaction of the famous, 


or rather infamous Law of the fix Articles ; which 
awarded the puniſhment of death, to all who 


ſhould dare to deny Tranſubſtantiation, with ſome 5 
other equally falſe and pernicious doctrines: ſo 


| that England now beheld both Proteftants and 


Papiſts burning at the ſtake, the indiſcriminate vic- 
tims of the Tyrant's capricious rage ; while the 
former could not in conſcience ſubſcribe' to the fix 

Articles, nor the latter conſiſtently abjure the 0 


Pope's ſupremacy. The confin'd limits of my 


plan will barely ſuffer me to add, that when death 


had free d the nation from this ſanguinary yoke, 


the buſineſs of Reformation, proceeded proſperouſly 0 
. 1 


* 
4 
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during the mild, but ſhort reign of his ſon and; 


ſucceſſor Edward the ſixth : but being ſtill 1 incom- 


pleat, ſuffer'd a rude ſhock, amounting to little leſs 


than utter deſtruction, under the bloody Mary: 


after whoſe deceaſe it at length attain'd its perfect 


eſtabliſhment under the benign auſpices of the glo- 


rious Queen Elizabeth. This may be enough for 4 


the hiſtorical deduction ; my principal ſcope being 
to ſhew you. not ſo much the means whereby it 


was perfected, or the progreſſive ſteps which 
led thereto ; as the grounds whereon it was 


eſtabliſh'd, and the We Point; at which it 
RG 


* t ſlams neceſſary to remark. here, that during 


the time that interven'd between the firſt begin- 


ning of the Reformation in Germany, by the 


preaching of Luther, and it's reception here, and 


the final ſettlement of the Church of England, ma- 
ny. able and learned Divines had diſtinguiſh” dthem- 
ſelves by their active oppoſition to the Church of 
Rome; though differing from Luther, and from 
each other, on ſeveral points both of doctrine and 


diſcipline. One of the principal of theſe was the fa- 


mous John Calvin; of whoſe particular notions 
in divinity, and more eſpecially reſpecting Church 
government, it! were © both tedious and ſuperfluous 
to 
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V ; SERMON III. 


to give you a detail. Suiice i it to "TY chat ſuch 
was his influence as to induee many ſtates of Europe 
. do adopt his tenets: in ſo much that among the 
Proteſtant Powers on the Continent the principal 
. diſtinction at this day ſubſiſting is that of Calviniſts 
5 „ Lutherans. Nay even in our own Iſland, the 
naorthern part call'd Scotland, which at the Era of 
che Reformation was a diſtinct kingdom from Eng- 
| hand, choſe to abide implicitly by the opinions of 
Calvin; and had their National Religion confirm'd 
ro them inviolate at the Union of the two king- 
doms, in the beginning of the preſent Century. 
And one of Calvin's favourite maxims being a kind 
of Republican Equality among Chriſtian Miniſters, 


conſequently | wherever his notions were adopted, 
the ancient Hierarchy, including a ſubordination of - 
| ranks and degrees in the Church, was rejected; the 
5 ſuperior order of Biſhops wasaboliſh'd ; and the care 
ol ſpirituals being committed ſolely to Prieſts and H 
Lay Elders, both of which are comprehended in 
the term Preſbyter; thence originated the deno- : 
mination of Preſpyterian, or Low Church, | in contra- #8 
diſtinction to the Epiſcopal, or High Church, 
1 were owls to ew from hiſtory the concur- 


by rence of cauſes and events which operated upon 
dur now {cllow-ſubjeRts of Scotland to induce them 
5 1 % 


a 


J 


to adopt the Preſbyterian doctrine and diſeipline, 
nor would the detail be unentertaining; but it 


would lead me too far from my ſubject. Many 
too were the cauſes which in England led to a 


different Syſtem. The ſeveral circumſtances { 


which procraſtinated che full ſettlement of the Re- 


formation among us, the capriciouſneſs of Henry, . 
the Minority and early death of Edward, the bi- 


gotry of Mary, and the wary caution of Eliza- 
beth; all theſe ſeem to have been directed by the ; 


gracious wiſdom and goodneſs of Providence, to 


the moſt ſalutary ends. The daily advancement 
and progreſs of Learning had furniſh'd a ſupply of 


moſt able Divines; they had leiſure to trace up the 
ſeveral corruptions of Popery to their reſpective 
ſources; and the ſucceſſive changes. of the times 


had taught them a moſt inſtructive leſſon of mo- 85 
5 deration. They perceiv d that the Church of 
Rome, however debas d and corrupted, was till 


the Church of Chriſt ; Chriſtianity lay at the bot- 
tom, how much ſoever disfigur d and adulterated. 


The ſubſtance of the garment was yet whole and 
entire, though fo lamentably diſtain'd by ſpots, and 


deform'd by wrinkles. They reſolv d therefore to 


proceed with the utmolt caution, leſt by their to 0 > 


haſty and violent attempts to obliterate the | ſpots 
and ſmooth | the wrinkles, , they fhould unfortu- 
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nately tear the original wb. 1 n. thort, to drop 
the figure, they determin'd to adhere. ſcrupulouſly: 
| to this important fundamental maxim, to depart 
| no farther. from the Religion of Rome, than the 
Religion of Rome had deviated from * dre 
9 of Chriſt, 
7 the Government of the Church, is. 
were fully ſenſible that every nation had an inde- 
# feaſible Right. to ſettle and appoint it's own, inde- 
pendently of any foreign Power. 1 
then all obedience to the Pope, and wiſhing to - 
8 avoid chat Solceciſm j in Politics, of a government 


within a government, they acknowledg'd the So- 


vereign of the State to be the Head of the Church, 
ſtyling him, over all perſons, and in all cauſes, as 

well eccleſiaſtical as civil, in theſe his dominions ſu- 
; preme. The Hierarchy they found to have taken 


place at a period by many years prior to the : 


Papal vſurparions ; and moreover conceiving it 
peculiarly adapted to our civil conſtitution, they „ 
courſe retain'd it; "veſting the miniſtration of all 
ſpiritual offices in the order of Priefls, fave only 
thoſe of Confirmation and Ordination, which were 


reſery d to the higher, order. of Biſhops ; 3 the nomi- 
nation of whom, as alſo of t two Archbiſhops, was 
if leit to o the nes and the. Prelates retain'd. their 
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ancient 
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ancient . ol ſitting}. and voting ch the 
temporal Peers in, the houſe .of Lords, as conſti- 


tuent members, of chat highelt Court of ] #6 coo 
The. inferior Clergy had, Alſo;a houſe of Conyoca-, 


tion, to which they elected. Clerical Members, in 
the lame. manner as the Laity-: return d their Re-, 
pteſentatives to the houſe of Commons; While the; 


Archbiſhops and. Biſhops, compos d the Ik, 


houſe of.. Conyocation,. analogous to che Houſe of 

Peers: bur that part of the original 8 
vernment has wirhin the preſent century ſunk into 
diſuſe; no Conyocation, ſitting, and the Clergy. pro- 


miſcuouſly. voting; wich the Laity for members 8 


the. houſe of Commons. ; Eecleſiaftical Courts, 


were. conſtituted for the cognizance of ſome par- 


ticular cauſes, chiefly matrimonial and teſtamenta- 


ry but [ever ſubject to the ſuperior controvl of, 


common and ſtatute Lay: ; and the Clergy, diveſt- 5 


ed of all temporal power, were confin d to t the mi- 


niſtration of the word ang W to o teaching 


5 1 
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K the {war x of. the Church, 1 it 
various for mms and offices, our Reformers retain d 


o 


as much of the Romiſh, as, Was, found and eh 
dox, rejefting, only f duch parts as, were idolstrous 


and ere, n away an immenſe num- i 
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ber of ile and Abd Gefem sie aud an | 


J ing only a few of che moſt fignificant ; and thoſe 
too not as eſſential, but merely for the ſake of or- 


der and decency. To avoid diverſity and con- 
trariety of doctrine, they promulgated what are call - 
ed the chirty⸗ nine Articles of Religion, containing 


the ſenſe of the Church on various points; and to 
Which they requir'd ſubſcription from all ſuch as 
| ſhould be call'd to any office or adminiftration in 
the ſame: and therein gave the finiſhing blow to 
all the errors and corruptions of the Romiſh 


Church, by the ever memorable aſſertion in the 


fixth Article, that Holy Seripture containeth , 
"uſt things neceſſary to falvation : fo that what- 


ee ſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 


ec * thereby, is not to be requir d of any man, 


ec that it ſhould be believed as an article of the 


«faith, or be thought Wu: or e fo to : 
, « ſalvation,” PN TORT 2 
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Such is the e of the Church at” England, 
as ſettl d by our firſt Reformers ; and ſuch as it 


exiſts at this day; ; fave only the alteration 1 be- 
"ore noticed, reſpeQing the hovſes of Convocation ; ;\ 


and to which I may add, that as our civil liberties 


| became better underſtood; and mort firmly e-” 
cur & u the ang of f the ad of Vuiformity Wee 


done | 
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done away by the Act of Toleration. You will 
obſerve, t that hitherto I have related only; ; not. 


vindicated. That remains yet to be done; but 
previouſly thereunto; Lam to edlF your attention 


to that fundamental doctrine at preſent ſo furiouſly 

' attack'd, of the Divinity of Chriſt, A point on 
which I ſcruple not to aſſert, that whatever 
Church preſumes to controvert or deny it, that 
Church is ſo far from being free from ſpot or 
wrinkle, that it 1 one univerſal blot. In abhor- 


rence whereof, may we ever cordially unite in 


giving all laud and glory to God the F Rs to God 5 


> 


e ade to God the ar Ghoſt, : 
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HE object of cheſe e being a 8 


and vindication of our national Church, it was 


expedient to clear the way by a ſhort deduction of 
the hiſtory of Chriſtianity, from it's firſt founda- 


tion by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to the period of 


it's reception by the/ R. 


ian Empire, compre- 


LY AE 


5 hending the whole civiliz'd world, under Conſtan- 
tine; thence through the ages of darkneſs and i ig- 
norance that enſued upon the overthrow of that 

| Empire by the Northern Barbarians, down to it's 


og lamentable corruption under the uſurp'd Papal 


9 995 F yranny.: with an account of the reformation. 


4% 


from thoſe corruptions, which enlighten'd no in- 


nſiderable part of Europe, in the beginning of 


the ſixteenth. century; and a ſtill more particular 


_ 


4 detail 6¹ the eſtabliſhment Luck ſettlement of the 
2 Church of England, on the baſis of that Reforma- 
tion. Bet amidſt all the ſuperſtitious and even 
_ idolatrous errors of- Popery, however they may 


& 4 


; admitting other Mediators in Saints and Angels; 
nay, however they may have depreciated his Di- 


. 
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have violated the mediatorial dignity of Chriſt, by 


vinity by addreſſing religious worſhip to other ob- 
jets, as Images and Relics, and'by ſuppoſing him 


| bound to pay obedience and ſubmiſfion to the 
5 commands of his Virgin-Mother; yet had they 5 


never the hardineſs to deny Chriſt's Divinity, or 


chat of the Holy Ghoſt; nor did they ever re- 


nounce che orthodox doctrine of the T. rinity- in 
Unity, or refuſe the adoration of three Perſons i 3 
one God. And as 1 before obſerv d to you that 
our Engliſh Reformers determin'd to adhere ſeru- 
_ pulouſly to the fundamental maxim of departing 


from the religion of Rome'no farther than the reli- 
gion of Rome had deviated from the primitive re- 


ligion of Chriſt ; ſo they conſequently: adopted this 
important doctrine of the Trinity, although a tenet 


of the Romiſh Church; from a full conviction of 


it's being a genuine doctrine of primitive Chriſtia- ; 
| nity, founded an the pure and unadulterated Na 
SCRE» rd truth and 1 105 
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It hath emed good to the divine wiſdom, for 


reaſons beſt known to God, but which have a ma- 


nifeſt reference to our condition in this world, as 
free agents in a ſtate of probation: it hath ſeem- 
ed good, I ſay, to the divine wiſdom, that Hereſies | 


- ſhould never ceaſe in the Church: even as was 
ſhadow d by the Parable in the Goſpel, where the 


Huſbandman had no ſooner ſowed the good ſeed, 
than the Enemy follow'd cloſe after with his tares. 


Thus no ſooner. had Jeſus. aſcended to the boſorn 


of his Father, and his faithful diſciples, having re- 


ceived the completion of his promiſe by the de- 
ſcent of. the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, 


had. enter d upon the execution of their Maſter's 
commiſſion, going forth and preaching every 


where,, the, Lord: working with them, and confirm- 


ing the word with ſigns following: no ſooner had 
this infancy, of the Goſpel commenc'd, than we 


read of the inſtant appearance of the fſt Archthe- 


retic in the perſon. of Simon Magus. Dry and 
tedious. would it be in the extreme, to detail to 
you his various errors, with thoſe. of his early falt 


lowers, ſuch as Ebion and Cerinthus, with the 


other founders of the Gnoſtic Se, as. contain'd. in 


| the. molt antient eccleſiaſtical writers. . Suffice. it 
10 to ſay, that the common ground: work of all was 
| the denial of Chriſt's a In W e to 


this 


Chriſt, Saint John, judg'd it neceſſary to write a 
fourth Goſpel, in addition to the three already 
publiſh'd by Matthew, Mark, and Luke; and 
that as it ſhould ſeem, principally, if not ſolely, with 
a view to confirm and eſtabliſh this important 
and eſſential doctrine. When the Goſpel had 
attain d to maturity by the ever- memorable con- 


verſion of the Roman Empire from Pagan Ido- 
latry to the faith of Chriſt, then did Satan take | 


care to revive his darling hereſy in the perſon of 
one Arius, a Preſbyter of Alexandria in Egypt: 
bor the ſuppreſſion of which, a general council con- 


ven d at Nice in Bithynia, compos' d and pub- 
hd that orthodox confeſſion: of Faith, which our 


Church retains in her ſervice under the appellation 
of the Nicene Creed. Laſtly, when in modern 
times Chriſtianity was reform d from thoſe errors 


lated during the long night of ignorance, then did 
the grand enemy again broach his long - exploded 


blaſphemies in the perſon of one Socinus, a native 


of Italy. From the two laſt mention d revivers 
and propagators of this hereſy of Simon Magus, 
their modern followers aſſume the names of Arians 


and Socinians. It is not worth while to point out 


i 50 the various diviſions. 11 ſubdiviſions of. 
| theſe 


and corruptions' which Papal Rome had accumu- 


| 
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welt Heretics, ting chiefly on nice Welch 


a dittinctions; ſeeing they all agree in the leading 
tenet of the denial of Chriſt's Divinity. The way 


of truth is but one: the wanderings of error are 
unlimited, However, as they are all unanimous 


in aſſerting the Unity of the Godhead, in oppoſi- 


tion to che Trinity of Perſons in that Unity, they 


may all be compriz d under that title of Unitari- 
ans, which an late ny have "Pony r, 


in 
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Now of theſe two WES but bewies oppo- 
ſite propoſitions, Chriſt is God, and Chriſt is not 
God; it is neceſſary that one only can be ee 5 
the other mult of courſe be falſe. The queſtion tlen 


is, which is the true opinion, and which the falſe; in 
other words, is Chriſt God, or is He not God. And 
the infinite importance of this queſtion is an, N 
demonſtrable. We maintain that Chriſt is God, 


and in conſequence of that. belief we addreſs to 


, Him our: prayers and Praiſes, with all religious 1 
$ worſnip. I our opinion be Wrong, we are guilty . 


of the moſt: damnable idolatry in attributing that 


1 glory to the creature which is due only to the Crea- 

ror, God bleſſed for ever; even that jealous God 

ho will not give his glory to another. Our ad- 
0 verkaries maintain that Chriſt 1 is not God ; and of 


courſe. 0 


# 
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eborth addreſs Him not with any religious worſhip. 


If cheir opinion be wrong, they incur the damnable 


- guilt of withholding that worſhip which God de- 
mands as unalienably his due. Such are the dan- 
gerous and fatal conſequences of error on either 


ſide of this momentous point. But how is this 


queſtion to be decided? that our finite reaſon is ut- 


terly incompetent to comprehend this myſtery of 


infinity, is is pretty generally agreed by both parties; 


and both of. conſequence appeal to the written 


word of. | God, reveal'd in the holy Scriptures; 


| conſcious that we can know no more of God than 


He has been graciouſly pleas'd:to diſcover of Him- 
ſelfl. Here then the matter is at iſſue. We pro- 
doe texts, declarative of Chriſt's co- equality with 


i the Father. They produce texts, declarative of 
0 hriſt's inferiority. to the F ather. To theſe our 


CE <4 


reply is obvious. We lay that all ſuch texts ma- 


_nifeſtly relate to the human nature aſſum'd by 
Chriſt; whom we aſſert to be equal with the Fa- 


ther as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the 


Father as touching his manhood. Their reply to 


our arguments is different, according to the kind 


of opponents they have to encounter. To the learn- 
ed, and ſuch as are tolerably vers d in Biblical 


knowledge, they endeavour to evade the force of 
the texts which aſſert or e the Divinity of 


( hriſt, 
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Chriſt, by forc'd interpretations 1 perverting the 
ſenſe, or allegorizing the meaning in a way that 
would deſtroy the credit of any the plaineſt hiſtory 


whatever; and by miſ- quotations, ſtrain'd perver- 
bons, and falſe tranſlations, would fain perſuade 
us, that our doctrine of the Trinity is noveh, un- 
known to the Apoſtles, to the primitive Chrif- 
0 tians, and to the Fathers of the firſt three centuries; 
in ſhort, to be reckon'd among, and even reproba- 
ted more than the other corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
which ſprang up fo-plentifully in che dark ages. 
To the unlearned, who-compoſe the bulk of man- 
kind; they addreſs themſelyes in a different man- 
ner. Appealing to that pride, which more or lefs 
is a latent principle or in ingredient inthe compoſition | 
of human nature ever ſince the fall of Man, they 


aſk with 2 triumphant ſheer, Have you common 
ſenſe? ſay, if you have, how can one be three, 
and three one? will you, can you believe ſuch a 


contradiction? and why? becauſe your Parſons 
tell you ſo. And why do they tell you ſo? they 
cannot be fuch fools as to believe it themſelves, 
but are the! menial ſervants: of the eſtabliſhment; 

the devoted ſlaves of creeds and articles of human 


invention, and baſe enough to accept the wages of 


iniquity; and as ac hirelings ready to do the | 
| 5 ra ane d to WR the * abſurdi- br 


ties 
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ties, in conſideration of being paid for it. Suck 5 Wy if 
are the methods by which Sectaries aim to propa- | 
gate their hereſies; ſuch the calumnies with which 
they load your lawful Paſtors: thus would the 
wolves perſuade the ſheep to di ſcard their faithful 
guardians and protectors the dogs, in order that 
themſelves oy n. the fold with i 1 


0 0 thus ftated the nature and 6 45 im- — 
portance of this queſtion, and given you a ſpeci- lf 
men of the inſidious arts and barefac'd calumnies — ol 
reſorted to by the oppoſers of the Trinitarian doc- oo 14 | 
trine; I wiſh here to remind you, that having in | 
the courſe of my miniſtry among you, ſometimes 
excluſively, and much oftener incidentally diſ- 

_ cours'd. upon this ſubject, You therefore can not RY 
expect any thing new at preſent. To advert to EE l 


— —— 1 
—— —„—-— — comin, 
* „ * 
p pry 


the formal defences of Unitarianiſm, to expoſe their | 
various fallacies of miſtranflations, miſquotations, | ! 
and perverſions of different texts of Scripture, and l 
paſſages of ancient writers, is a taſk. which has | | 
been moſt ably and ſatisfactorily executed by emi- - | 
nent Divines of our Church, particularly by one | | 
who is now ſeated on the epiſcopal bench, and ii. | 
an. honour to the age and nation; but is by no 


means ſuited to the pulpit, eſpecially in addrefüꝗng. | 
+ b The 0 portion of time vet | 
rernain- 


"P 
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remaining to bay allotted. to hi As, Gall bs 
employ'd, firſt in obviating their popular. inſinua- 0 
tions, and then in pointing out to your notice a few. 
out of the many plain ſcriptaral proofs of the Pri- 
nity: intending 1 in my next to explain and recom- | 
mend ſome methods, whereby any ſincere, ho w- 
ever unlearned reader of the Bible, may fully ſatisfy | 
himſelf of the truth of this fundamental article. 
F uſt t mon let me review their on e 19 


1.7 


How, Ab ka eek be one, wall ds „ 


& anſwer, by no means: : no more than it can be 


noon at midnight, or mĩdniglit at noon. But wo 


ever told you this ? Your | Parſons, de de 


25 hen your Parſons be fools and liars. But 


do we, or do our creeds' affirm that there are three 


Gods | ? fo fac from it, that the Athanaſian creed . 


 fays expreſoly there are not three Gods, but one 


God. But how then, anſwer they, can the Father 
be God, the Son God, and- the Holy Ghoſt God? 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are three; and if each 4 
of theſe be God, there are three Gods! This we: 


| | deny; affirming the three Petſons to be one God." 
How can you explain, or even comprehend this? 
alas! we are totally unable to comprehend; tb a 


leſs can We explain it. Why then do you require 


ir to be e belicy d, as an articke ol F aith? On the. 


authority 


SERMON. Iv. e he. 
authority of Scripture. I find it to be the uniform 
doctrine of. the Bible, that there is but one God, 


47 the Father and Maker of all things. Yet I read 


in the ſame Bible ſuch paſſages applied to Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt, as can be competent to God 
alone. Some of theſe paſſages I ſhall ſoon point 
out to you; but muſt firſt notice their ſarcaſms on 
creeds and Parſons, Creeds, you are told, are of 
human invention, the work of fallible men. þ We 
grant it; but did the compilers of theſe Creeds 
deliver the doctrines therein contain d, as their own, 
or as the doctrines of God in Scripture? A Judge 
on the bench i 18 a fallible man; he is bound to de- 
cide by the Laws of the land: if his ſentence be 
not conformable to thoſe laws, i it will be revers'd; 
if it be in conformity with, them, it muſt ſtand, 
So with regard to the compilers of Creeds and ar- 
ticles; as, alſo with us the Preachers of the Goſ- 
pel. The Scriptures are our ſole guide, 'If what 
we deliver be not conſonant to them, reject it : 
if it be, it is the word of God, and as ſuch infalli- 
ble, though deliver'd by fallible men. But we are 
Hirelings. By this they can not mean that we reap. 
any additional pecuniary advantage by preaching; 
this particular dodrine ; but that being bound by 
our ſubſcription to articles, we are of courſe oblig'd 
to e FRE POIs $f the Fa whether 

(e Ne | | | | in 


o * s 7 f 4 * * 
- E 4% i. Ay „ 
© 4, i f ; L IO 
, ? | 
. 8 
* T : ' 


: 
4 


.  $ExMoN w. 


in uniſdn with our own privine this, or 
vl otherwiſe. Suppoſe we preach in oppofition to 
5 theſe articles, We ſhall incur the gullt of perju- 
. 5 . ry, and be liable to ſuſpenſion by the Biſhop. 

2 55 55 True: he may ſuſpend us from executing the duties 
| Ok cy of our office; but cannot deprive us of our legal 
2 emoluments, our Livings being our Fregholds. 
-_—— I leave you then to judge, whether a man, who ac- 
| SHOP cording to their ſtaternent can be baſe enough to 
preach to others what he diſbelieves himſelf, -whe- 
ther ſuch an one would be likely to boggle at per- 
jury; and not rather gladly take refuge in ſuſpen- 
ſion, as relieving him from the irkfome taſk, and 


continuing to him the n without docs labour 
M7 his hacks? 5 0 W 


—— — 
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"x ol Sl ae e pI, that 
W while an immoral or licentious, a vicious or pro 
ane Clergyman, ever is, and juftly deſerves to be 

an object of your abhorrence and. conternpt ; 1 the 
groundleſs and impudent calumnies 1 have now 
adverted to are equally beneath a man of common 


9 3 
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God, and that the Holy Ghoſt is God. When our 
Saviour, at his final parting with his Apoſtles, gave 


them a commiſſion to baptize all nations, it was in } 
the name; of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt, Saint John, who, as I before re- 
mark'd, wrote his Goſpel profeſſedly to counteract 
the hereſy of Simon Magus and the Gnoſtics, opens 


that Goſpel with this irrefragable teſtimony. In the | 


beginning, meaning from all eternity, was the 


Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. On which memorable paflage I would 
ſuggeſt two brief obſervations ; firſt, that the Word 1 
was a title of the Mefliah, or Chriſt, familiar 


to the Jewiſh writers; and ſecondly, that this ex- 
preſſion of the inſpir'd Apoſtle contains a myſtery 


exactly congenial to that of the T rinity. For the 
difference is equally eſſential between two and one 
as between three and oge: yet we are told that 


the Wotd, or Chriſt, was with God, implying 4 


distinction of Perſon ; and yet was God, aſſerting 0 
an Unity of Nature. Saint John goes on to 


_ affirm of Chriſt, All things were made by Him, and 


without Him was not any thing made thar was 


made. Chriſt then is the Creator of all things; 


: therefore Chriſt is God. Our adverſaries allow 


Jeſus to have mow: a good 2955 who did no ſin, 
Ip WES | 0 neither 
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affords, 1 we are led to believe that Chriſt i is | 
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neither was 945 found in his ach; They al- | 

low Him alſo to have been an inſpir'd Prophet, 

full of grace and truth. Surely then He could not 
lie. Now what ſays He of Himſelf? _ I and the 
Father are One. He that hath ſeen Me, hath 
ſeen the Father. Before Abraham was, I am. 
Where you may obſerve, that in the Old Teſta- 
ment the Almighty God appropriates to Himſelf 
the peculiar appellation of I Am. When we read 
of any of the Prophets, whether under the Moſaic 


or Evangelic diſpenſation, offering worſhip and 
_ adoration to the glorious Beings who communi- 


cated to them divine meſſages, or revelations, we 
find them conſtantly check'd : See thou do it not; 
1 am thy fellow-ſervant : worſhip God, But 

when the long incredulous Saint Thomas ador' d 
Chriſt, faying, my Lord, and my God ; Chriſt re- 
proves him not for it. Saint Paul tells the Ro- 
mans, Chriſt is over Al God bleſſed for ever. 
In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews i it is written, To the 
Son He, that is God, faith, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever. Of the Holy Ghoſt we. read 
in the. Acts, that when. Ananias and Sapphira lied 
againſt the fol Ghoſt, oy. lied not unto men, 
on unto, God. | 


But 
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But I muſt remember my promiſe, not to detain 

; you too long at one time, Here then I diſmiſs 

you for the preſent. In my next I purpoſe laying 

down ſome methods, by;the-uſe whereof any ſin- 

cere Chriſtian may obtain full and ample ſatisfac- 

tion on this point; and the following ſhall be al- 

lotted to the conſideration of the Athanaſiag 
Creed. e | 


J? 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be honour and glory for eyermore. 
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'Troven my principal intention in this diſ- 


courſe be, as ſtated | in my laſt, to recommend ſome 
few methods, whereby every reader of the Bible, 


however unlearned, may ſatisfy himſelf of the truth 
of the Trinitarian doctrine; I think it neceſſary in 


the firſt place, to addreſs a Kw words on the ſub- 


ject to ſuch of my Chri hearers, as through 4 


total want of education, are utterly unable to read 


at all. Such have ſouls to be ſaved, ſuch have du- 
ties to perform; and of thoſe duties Faith is a moſt 
eſſential one. But their Faith not being grounded 


on knowledge, muſt be taken up on truſt, For 
their inſtruction chiefly is the Chriſtian miniſtry 
appointed: others may have, and often have great 


need of being reminded of their duty ; theſe muſt 
; WO - 
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be taught it. To ſuch then J would ſuggeſt the 
propriety at leaſt, if not the ſafety, of liſtening to 
their own Paſtors, in preference to Strangers. In 


ſpite of any ſneers of the Diſſenters, I ſcruple not 


to affirm, that to our charge is the care of their 


ſouls committed by the Biſhop; and if we teach 


chem untruths, we ſhall have it to anſwer for at 


che dreadful day of Judgement, while they ſhall 


ſtand acquitted on the ſcore of their ignorance. 
God forbid that the poor unletter d Papiſt ſhould 
be condemn'd for that Idolatry which he knows 


not to be ſuch, and which his Prieſts daily incul- 


cate. I grant indeed that the Sectaries ſpare not 
to inſinuate how much better men and better 
Chriſtians themſelves are than the Miniſters of the 
Church; but judge of them by their works: re- 
member the Parable of the Phariſee and the Pub- 
lican . and know that Boating | is no e of ex · 
cellence. "BY 


How, or in what manner the Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt can each be God, and yet not three 
Gods, but one God, is equally unknown to the 


moſt learned Divine, as to the moſt ignorant la- 


bourer. We deduce this doctrine from Scripture, 


which Seripture we know to be the word of God ; 
which God we know cannot lie. Therefore we 


E 3 Zn 4 impli- | 


- implicitly believe it ourſelves; and therefore as in 
duty bound, we preſs the ſame implicit belief on 
you. That ſuch is the declaration of God in 
Scripture, you can but have our word: that ſuch 
is not the declaration of God in Scripture, you can 
bo but have their word. Their appeals to reaſon are 
55 | :ridiculous : tlie doctrine being infinitely above 
\xeaſon. Still more ridiculous are their ſuggeſtions 
ol the folly. of believing what we can not compre- 
hend. Alas! it is no more than we are oblig'd to 
do every day. We know that we have a ſoul, and 
we know that we have a body. We know farther 
= ſtthat the union of ſoul and body conſtitutes a living 
man; and that their ſeparation from each other 
leaves only a dead carcaſe. But how are theſe two 
| join'd? how are they parted ? when did the foul 
me. firſt enter the body? how does it act upon it? 
. Why can. not the body even ſubſiſt without the ſoul, 
7 | but on being depriv'd thereof immediately tends 
firſt to putrefaction, and then to diffolution into 
it's original duſt : ? | To theſe, and a thouſand more 
ſuch queſtions, the anſwer of the wiſe. man and the 
fool | is the ſame,——We can not tell, Nor can we 
tell of the Trinity how it is, but barely that it is. 
K But if any among the unlearned of my flock ſhall . 
be unwarily ſeduc d to hearken to the inſidious in- 


[linpations. ſo c3louſl inſtill d by our opponents, 
and 
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and rather take the word of a Sectary than that of 


their proper Paſtor, + would adviſe all ſuch inſtant- 
ly to quit the Church for the Meeting-hovuſe ; 
ſince I ſee not how they can with a clear confci- 
ence, and without idolatry, join with us in hum- 
ble ſupplication to the holy, bleſſed, and glorious 


Trinity, three Perſons, and One God, to have mer- 


cy upon us miſerable ſinners. 


Thus much being premis'd, I now come to 
the main drift of this diſcourſe; which is, to ſug- 
geſt ſome few methods whereby the plain reader of 


the Bible may, as [ apprehend, obtain full ſatis- 


faction for himſelf on this conteſted point. Ac- 
quir'd learning, critical ſkill, knowledge of the 


original languages, are not here demanded : all 1 
aſk is common ſenſe, freedom from prejudice, a pi- 


ous diſpoſition, and a ſincere heart. Of theſe, if com- 
mon ſenſe be wanting, all reaſoning muſt be nugato- 


ry; if prejudice prevail, the jaundic'd eye ſees every 
object of it's own colour; without a pious diſpoſi- 


. tion, the Bible has little chance to be read at all, ſtill 
leſs to be read with due attention; and without a fin- 


cere heart, it will moſt probably be read as it is by the 
modern ſceptical Atheiſts, uſurping and diſgracing 


thetitle of Philoſophers; who read it with the ſole 


view of ridiculing and picking holes in it. To ſuch 
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then as would wiſh to fatisfy demie lk 


the doctrine of the Trinity be really ſcriptural, or 


not, without pinning their faith on Creeds, Churches, 
or Preachers, it can not but be ſeaſonable, nay it is 


a duty incumbent on the Chriſtian Miniſter to give 
every aſſiſtance in his power. And this is what I 
now purpoſe to attempt. f FEST 


Firſt then, We 90 0 the ſacred TA ILY 
with a view of regulating his faith, as well as his 


practice, muſt remember that he is to take his faith 
from the Bible, not to bring his faith to it. If he 
have already form'd a preconceiv'd opinion, and 


ſhould meet with any text which ſeems to militate 
againſt that opinion, he will find himſelf tempted 


to twiſt and torture that text till he can bring it to a 
ſeeming conformity; nay probably, for it often has 


been done, will ſooner give up the text than the 


opinion. To avoid this abſurdity, I would recom- | 
mend to the pious and humble reader, to take all 


ſcriptural expreſſions in the plain ſenſe ſuggeſted by 


the words themſelves at firſt view; in their moſt ob- 


vious acceptation. On peruſing the Goſpels, he 


will find that they contain a narrative of the life and | 
death of a man, whoſe name was Jeſus ; a man, 


born of a wornan, and as ſuch, of few days, and full 


of trouble: that He tavght a new religion and was - 


put 


2 TY 8 vo 3 32 2 1 1 — iN * 2 « Ds 7 « - SE * 7 . F 
* r n r 1 ) q , * po 4 © b N 3 > . "aq 
wh” 8 F S 2 N Lag S Ci n 
7 1 : i * 2 4 — © We \ *SX \ © 
4276 a a ce eva RE 25 : 2 . I OE a ATTY e | 
I bo — . of oy * 


SERMON V. "oF 
put to death for ſo doing. All this might have j 
been competent to any other man. But he will | 
find many circurſtances recorded of this man, 
which could not be competent to any other man. 

His birth, as well as the time and place of it, had 
been foretold many ages previous to the event; his 
name was fix d by an Angel before He was conceived 
in the womb; his conception was miraculous, his 
Mother being a pure Virgin, impregnated by the 
Holy Ghoſt; or as Saint Luke expreſſes it, over- 
ſhadow'd by the power of the Higheſt; and there- 

fore, ſays the Angel to Mary, therefore that holy 
thing which ſhall be born of thee ſhall be called the . 

Son of God. As the reader advances, he will per- . 
ceive the whole complection of his life in full con- 
ſiſtency with the wonders of his birth 3 that He 
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ſpake as never man ſpake, and did the works 
which no other man did. Attend Him to the croſs ; 
there behold Him bleed, ard expire; thence ſee 
his lifeleſs body convey d to Joſeph's tomb. Here 
Vill the reader pauſe. This man, he will ſay, was 


munen r ro rn 


Etats — tee = RR Ne — 


8 * Y r 
Rat — — 


certainly a moſt extraordinary Character, and every 
thing hitherto has beſpoke the Son of God; but 
now 1 ſee He could be no more than Man; for alaſs! | 
the common fate of mortality has arreſted Him: 1 | 
there he lies, dead, and buried. Such ſeem to have Mc | 
been the ſentiments of his own diſciples, even of | 
6 , "then; | 
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8 SERMON v. My 
them who had conſtantly acknowledg'd Him to be 
the Meſſiah, and who truſted that this had been He 


ho ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. But ſhort is 


this awful pauſe of ſuſpence and deſpondency. 


See the third morning dawns in the eaſt. He re- 
vives, He riſes! e burſts the fetters of death and 


the grave, and leads captivity captive. For the ſpace 


of forty days He ſhews Himſelf alive by many in- 


fallible proofs ; and then, in the preſence of his diſ- 
ciples, He aſcends up into heaven. And as Saint 


Luke expreſsly informs us, . that 3 is the diſci- 


8 worſhipped him. 


On this laſt recited paſſage 1 would not heſitate 
to reſt with the unletter'd reader the ſatisfactory 
proof of Chriſt's Divinity, Our adverſaries are 


here reduc'd to a wretched quibble, endeavouring 
to diſtinguiſh two ſorts of worſhip: a diſtinction 
for which they are indebted to the Papiſts, who 


firſt invented it to palliate their worſhip of images 
and relics, of Saints, and of the Virgin Mary. To 
theſe they pretend that they addreſs an inferior wor- 


| ſhip, reſerving the ſuperior to God alone. A diſ- 
tinction this, which the unlearned can not compre- 
hend, and the learned know to be groundleſs. „ 


has been ſuggeſted alſo, that the diſciples, ſtruck 


| with aſtoniſhment at. the ſtupendous ſight of their 
Maſter's 
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SERMON V. 59 
Maſter's human body of fleſh and blood quitting 
the ſurface of the earth, and riſing gradually in the 
air, till a cloud hid him from their eyes; ſtruck I 
ſay with aſtoniſhment, they fell on their faces, de- 
priv'd in a manner of their ſenſes, and not know- 
ing what they did. But what will the plain rea- 


der ſay to this? the diſciples worſhipped Him, and 


He forbade them not; therefore worſhip is his 


due: but worſhip is due to God alone; chere a 


fore He, Chriſt, is God. 


On farther progreſs in the peruſal of the Bible, 
we ſhall find every name and every attribute of 
God aſerib d to Chriſt. By the Prophet Iſaiah He 
is ſtil'd the everlaſting Father; in exact conformi- 
ty to his own aſſertion, I and the Father are One. 
He is eternal, the firſt, and the laſt. Saint Paul 
tells the Coloſſians, that Chriſt 1 is before all things, 
and by Him all things conſiſt. Juſt as Saint John 


aſſerts of that Word which was made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, even by that Word were all things 


made, and without Him was not any thing made 
that was made. He is omnipreſent. While con- 


verſing with his diſciples on earth, He calls Him- 


ſelf the Son of Man, which is in heaven. Sitting as 


He now is at the right hand of God on the throne 
of glory in heaven, yet as He told his diſciples, lo! 
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1 am with you always, even to the end of this world; 
ſo now whereſoever two or three are gathered to- 


" gether in his name, there is He in the midſt of 


them, He is Omniſcient. While He was on 


earth, He knew all men, and needed not that any 


ſhould tell Him; for he knew what was in man. 


No He is in heaven, He ſearcheth the hearts, and 


trieth the reins. In conſequence of theſe two attri- 


butes or qualities of Omnipreſence and Omni- 


ſcience, He is even now preſent here, in the midſt 
of this aſſembly : to Him do appeal for my ſin- 
cerity in preaching this doctrine; to Him do each 


of you ſtand amenable for your faith herein. In 


conſequence of theſe attributes He will one day 


come to judge the world in righteouſneſs. Then 


as Saint Paul tells the Corinthians, we muſt all ap- 


pear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, that every 


one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good 


or bad. The ſame Apoſtle tells Timothy that the 
5 Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall judge the quick and the 


dead, at his appearing, and his kingdom. But God 
is Judge alone ; God alone is eternal, omnipreſent, 


by and omniſcient. What concluſion then follows. 
. from theſe premiſes ? even this, that Chriſt a 


To -, 4 
= 
: 5 1 
| N 4 


SERMON v. 8 


In the New Teſtament, particularly in Saint 
John's Goſpel, are recorded various converſations 


of our bleſſed Saviour, both with his own diſciples, 


and with the unbelieving Jews. Many of the ex- 
preſſions which He uſes are involv'd in no incon- 


ſiderable degree of obſcurity. Of this the Unita- 


rians endeavour to take advantage, and deny them 
to contain any proofs of Chriſt's Divinity. I ſhall 
not attempt an explanation of them, ſome of them 


being poſſibly not fully comprehended by the moſt. 


learned ; but the unlearned may eaſily collect 
in what ſenſe they were underſtood by thoſe to 
whom they were addreſs d. You will obſerve, 
that Jeſus is uniformly call'd the Son of God. That 
title we grant to have been ſometimes applied to 


others; though we maintain that the appellation of 


the only-begotten Son was never confer'd on any 
but Jeſus. But does this imply equality with the 


Father: ? you will find that the Jews ſo underſtood 


ir In the fifth Chapter of Saint John's Goſpel i is 


recorded the miraculous cure wrought by Jeſus on 
the impotent man at the pool of Betheſda, on the 


Sabbath-day. The Jews ſeeking to ſlay him for 
this, Jeſus anſwered them, My Father worketh hi- 
therto, and I work. Therefore, adds the Evan- 
eln the Jews ſought the more to Kill Him, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe He not only had brolcen the Sabbath, 
but faid alſo that God was his Father, making 
| Himſelf equal with God. Again in the tenth 
chapter of the ſame Goſpel, Jeſus having ſpoke 
thoſe memorable words, I and my Father are one; 
the Jews took up ſtones again to ſtone. Him. Je- 
ſus anſwer d them, Many good works have 1 
ſhewed you. from my Father ; for which of thoſe 
58 497 works do ye ſtone me ? The Jews anſwered Him, 
| ſaying, For a good work we ſtone Thee not, but 
for blaſphemy ; and becauſe. that thou, being a 
Man, makeſt Thyſelf God. Many ſimilar paſſages 
will occur to the attentive reader, which for bre- 
vity's ſake I omit, and proceed to the finiſhing 
ſcene of the croſs. In the plain narrative of the 
Goſpel-hiſtory you read that Jeſus. Chriſt, the ſub- 
| ect of that hiſtory, after a life ſpent in doing good, 
oF, ; having at length finiſh'd the work of his Miniſtry, 
| _ was betray'd by Judas, ſeiz'd in the garden, taken 
before the Jewiſh Council, examin'd before the 5 
Prieſts and Elders, found guilty on his own con- 
FCC feſſion ; then ſentenc'd to death by the Roman Go- 
1 8 vernor Pontius Pilate, and inſtantly drag'd to ex- 
B ecution by the Roman Soldiers, and nail'd to the 
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1 „ croſs. | At the ſame time the Governor himſelf 
. pronounc d Him innocent, even while he infa- 
uhr N Him to the vw of the people, 
incited 
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incited by the malice and envy of the Rulers. That 
Jeſus liv'd and died guiltleſs, is acknowledg'd by 
all Chriſtians, of every ſect or denomination. Let us 
enquire then on what grounds He was condemn'd. — 
We learn from Saint Matthew, chat the chief | 
Prieſts and Elders and all the Council ſought falſe "i 
witneſs againft Jeſus to put Him to death, but | 
found none ; yea though many falſe witneſſes came, | 


| 
yet found they none. This account is farther ex- 0 | | | 
plain'd by Saint Mark, who tells us, that many bare 0 
falſe witneſs againſt Him, but their witneſs agreed | 


not together. They then endeavour'd to ſubſtang 1 
tiate againſt Him a charge of ſome intention of N i 

deſtroying their Temple. We heard Him lay, [ Mi 
will deſtroy this Temple that is made with hands, 
and within three days I will build another made 
without hands, But neither ſo did their Witneſs 
agree together. Thus bafl'd and diſappointed, 
but {till perſevering, at laſt the High Prieſt ſtood 

up in the middle, and having tried in vain to get | 

an anſwer from Jeſus, who diſdain'd to reply to ſuch _ . | 
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frivolous and inconſiſtent charges, he puts to Him M1 
this deciſive queſtion, Art Thou the Chriſt, the : j 
Son of the Bleſſed ? or according to Saint Mat- | 
thew, I adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou 2 '| 
tell us, whether Thou be the Chriſt, the Son of y | 
God. To this deciſive queſtion thus ſolemnly e 
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aſl'd, He plainly and deciſively N 1 am. 


Then che High Prieſt rent his clothes, and ſaid, 
what need we any further witneſſes? Ye have 
heard his blaſphemy : what think ye? and they 
all condemned Him to be guilty of death, 


Here let me addreſs you in che words of the High 


Prieſt, What think Ye? Ye have heard the 
charge, a charge of blaſphemy, and that blaſphemy 
expreſsly condemn'd by the Law of God given to 
Moſes. And what was the blaſphemy ? that Jeſus 
| acknowledg'd Himſelf to be the Son of God. By 
this expreſſion it is plain that his enemies under- 


ſtood Him as arrogating Divinity to Himſelf; 


| otherwiſe they could not have condemn'd. Him, 
It is as plain that He deſign'd they ſhould under- 


ſtand Him fa; otherwiſe as an explanation of his 
words in a lower ſenſe would effectually have 


© quaſh'd the accuſation, ſo we cannot ſuppoſe that 


He would patiently have ſubmitted to a ſentence 


founded on a miſconſtruction which might have 
been ſo eaſily rectified, and which even the truth 
itſelf oblig'd Him to reftify. Clearly then did 


Jeſus acquieſce | in the ſenſe put upon his words by 


his judges ; and as clearly did He thereby declare 
1 Himſelf to be God. - 1f then He was not God, He 
i was HOONY guilty of falſchood a as well as blai- 


phemy, | 
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phemy z. and the Unitarian muſt on his own prin- 

ciples approve. of the bloody ſentence, and pro- 
nounce the Saviour and Redeemer of the world 
to have ſuffer d juſtly. But what think Ye? is it 


in a guilty Male factor that ye have plac'd all your 


hopes of ſalvation ?. does not every pious hearer 


even ſhudder at the horrid ſuggeſtion? Let the 


Unitarian and his brother Jew, brood over their 
moſt execrable blaſphemies; while the true Chriſti- 


an adores and glorifies in the Perſon of the bleſſed 


Jeſus, his Saviour, his Redeemer, and his God ! 


I wilt conclude this diſcourſe with recommend- | 


ing one method more to ſuch of my hearers, as 


may wiſh for ſtill farther ſatisfaction on this ĩimpor- 
tant point. It is that of comparing Scripture with 


itſelf; or collating various texts one with another. 
But as this may be too difficult a aſk for the unlet- 
ter'd reader, and requires more time than can well 
be ſpar'd by the man of buſineſs; I would inform 


ſuch that the work. i is already executed to their 


hands in a moſt maſterly manner, in a ſmall and 


cheap book, intitld, The Catholic doctrine of a | 


Trinity, by the Reverend William Jones. You 


will there find upwards of an hundred ſhort clear 5 
arguments, all expreſs'd in th: terms of the Holy 


Scripture, | And having utherto chiefly dwelt 
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upon the Divinity of the ſecond. Perſon in the 
Trinity, and but briefly touch'd on that of the 
third; I will cloſe with a ſpecimen of .his manner, 

in a eee of the ths, of the Holy Aren 


Read then the Gxth chapter of the Rabe of 


b Ifaiah. You will there find a moſt ſublime deſcription 


of a Viſion, wherein the Prophet beheld the Loid 
Jehovah fitting upon a throne of glory. Mine 
eyes, ſays he, have ſeen the King, the Lord of 


| hoſts. God vouchſafes to ſend him on an errand ; 
Go, and tell this people, hear ye indeed,' but under- 


ſtand not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not, 


Then turn to the laſt chapter of the Acts of the 
| Apoſtles, and mark the words of Saint Paul to the 
Jews: Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt by Eſaias the 
Prophet unto our Fathers, ſaying, Go unto this 


people, and ſay, hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not 
underſtand ; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and not per- 
ceive. Here the ſame words which Iſaiah declares 
to have been ſpoken by God, are by Saint Paul de- 
clar'd to have been ſpoken by the Holy Ghost. 
Iſajah was inſpir'd, and Saint Paul was inſpir d: 
nor can Inſpiration err. What follows? What 
can e but BO that the b is God. 
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-...,, SERMON V. 67 
Doubt ye not then that the Holy Ghoſt is God : 
doubt ye not that Chriſt Jeſus is God: doubt ye 
not but that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, though 
three Perſons, are nevertheleſs but One God. 
This is the true Catholic Faith; in this Faith were 
we all 'baptiz'd; even in the Name of this ever- 
bleſſed Trinity in Unity: to whom be aſcrib'd all 
Adoration and Praiſe through the | Ages of 


Eternity. 


- 


AMEN. 
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| i . IN my two laſt diſcourſes I have been pretty co- 
LIFE pious and explicit on the ſubject of the Trinity. 
5 15 5 I have laid before you the infinite 1 importance of . 
cdte doctrine; I have pointed out ſeveral fingle 
135 + texts of Scripture declaring the true and proper 
A THEE Divinity of the' Father, the Son, and the Holy i 
. SGboſt; I have ſuggeſted ſome methods whereby N 
% 4 and ſincere, however unlearned reader 
Hou the Bible may fully ſatisfy himſelf on this point; 
B and for his farther aſſiſtance I have recommended to y 
dais notice a ſhort and cheap treatiſe on the ſubject. I 
have alſo remark d to you, that all ſuch paſſages of 
| Holy Writ as either expreſs or imply an inferiority of 
the Son to the Father, are capable of a plain meaning 
by applying them to che human nature aſſum'd by 
| Chants ; and when to underſtood, are perfectly re- 
5 | 10 con- i 
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concilable t to the doctrine of the Trinity. Let me 


here add, that the Author of the book recom- 8 


mended has been peculiarly ſucceſsful on this 


point; having fairly produc'd every text urg'd 


againſt us by our adverſaries, and compleatly ob- 


viated and invalidated every argument attempted 
to bo grounded upon them. 1 will here further 
obſerve, that whoever ſtudies the Scripture on - 
Trinitarian principles, will find the ſyſtem of 
Man's Redemption and Salvation by Chriſt, how-. 


ever wonderful and myſterious, yet uniformly con- 


ſiſtent throughout, and a ſteady foundation of ra- 


tional faith and hope: while on the contrary, 


the Unitarian will meet with nothing but a dark 
and confus'd C haos of inconſiſtencies and contra- 


ditions, without any ſure ground of faith or hope 
and not improbably will proceed in the beaten 
track of what is call'd modern Philoſophy, from 
Unitarianiſm to Deiſm, and thence into the 2 
mieſt wad of Atheiſm. 


by” now proceed to the juſtificarion of our Church 
for retaining in her Liturgy that admirable Creed 
call'd the Athanaſian. This is the grand mark 
whereat the envenom'd ſhafts of our adverſaries are 
principally: levell'd ; on account of this we ſtand 


— not _ with bigotry and abſurdity, but 
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WIG is still worſe, with thy: moſt Antichriftian TY 
charitableneſs. A ſerious and a cruel charge this, | 


at any rate; and if falſe and groundleſs, ſuch as 1 
hope and truſt 1 ſhall prove it to be, words can not 
adequately expreſs it's unparallel d malignity and 


; impudence. Nay ſhould it even be granted to 


reſt on ſpecious or plauſible grounds, Rill it can 


from ingratitude. 


not be vindicated from indecency, from arrogance, 


The national Church is an eſ- 
ſential part of the national Conſtitution : that Con- 


- ſtitution not only protects in their civil Rights, 
but indulges full liberty of conſcience to all who 
refuſe to conform to that Church ; permitting 


them to' ferve God in their own way, and that pub- 


lily, and without moleſtation ; but it does not 
permit them to ſlander and revile the eftabliſh'd 
Church, and the national worſhip. The lenity and 


indulgence of Government have at leaſt a claim 


vpon their gratitude. N 


The well-known Act of 


Toleration, vhereon all their privileges and 1 immu- 
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nities are founded, contains an exception with re- 
| gard to all ſuch as deny the Trinity; and more 
than chat, there is a Statute now exiſting in full 
force; and which was paſs· d ſome years ſubſequent 
10 in Ahe Toleration Act, in the ſame Reign; where 
Pn by a is enacted, that if any perſon, educated in the 
1 ee wels. or n the e ſhalt by 


 vritiog, 
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| wridies printing, pic, or adviſed ſpeaking de- 
ny any one of the Perſons in the Holy Trinity to 
be God, or maintain that there are more Gods than 
One ; he ſhall undergo certain penalties and difa- 
bilities therein ſpecified. Were Government in- 
clin'd to carry this Law into execution, which as 
it never has been done, ſo I ſincerely hope it never 
vill; but if it ſhould, I ſee but one ſubterfuge left 

to the Unitarian, but that one not devoid of truth ; _ 
namely, that he does not profeſs the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, but another Religion, of quite a different 
nature and compleCtion. | 


But let us now attend to our adverſaries charge, 
not againſt Creeds and Articles in general, all of 
which they are for ſweeping away indiſcriminately; 
but againſt the Athanaſian Creed in particular. 

Our Church, we are told, denounces with awful 

vengeance the everlaſting puniſhment of Hell 
againſt thoſe who do not believe in a Creed which 


they can not underſtand ; a myſterious Creed, drawn OY 


up by ſome unknown writer in the dark ages of 
the Church. Hereby we incur a breach of true 
charity, and by ſo doing depart from the pure mo- 


del of primitive Chriſtianity, This is the charge, 5 


which muſt be examin'd and refuted; but it may 
not be amiſi previouſly to ſuggeſt to o your notice 
| e OW Ra abs ſome _ 


4 her is hiſtorical of yhar e. did happen, to 
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| ſome obſervations on the nature of Chriſtian Faith, 
and of the modes or forms of profeſling that 
Faith, which are —_— __ the Church of 


England. 


: 


The neceſſty of Faith is obvious. He that com- 


eth to God, mult believe that he is. To the Athe- 


iſt, who ſays there is no God, the very name of Re- 


ligion is an unmeaning ſound. The Deiſt ac- 
knowledges there is a God, but grounds his belief 
on the works of nature, and the deductions of rea- 


ſon ; rejecting as both falſe and needleſs the light 


of Revelation, But we are the diſciples of Chriſt, 
 profeſſing ourſelves Chriſtians: and our opponents 


lay claim to the ſame privileges and diſtinctions. 


© Our Faith then-muſt depend on Revelation: in 
other words, we. are bound to believe whatſoever 


God has been pleas'd to reveal to us in Scripture. 
That Scripture acquaints us with the original crea- 


tion and ſubſequent fall of Man; together with his 


Redemption and final falvation by the means of 
a wonderful Perſonage nam'd, Jeſus, or the Savi- 


our. The Old Teſtament was written before the 
F appearance of this Jeſus in the world the 


New Teſtament after it. The former is pro- 
phetic of. what. was to happen to Him; the 


Him. 


Wo 533 


Him. The antient Jews were bound to believe 
that ſuch things as their Prophets foretold wouid 

certainly come to paſs: the modern Chriſtians 

are bound to believe that ſuch things as the Evan- 

geliſts have related did aſſuredly come to paſs, ac- 
| "IND to the accounts by them recorded. 


1 But this Faith or + Belief being an inward act of 
the mind, known only to God-and ourſelves, it be- 
comes farther neceſſary that we outwardly profeſs 

it; according to the doctrine of Saint Paul, who 
tells us, that with the heart man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 
made unto. falyation. From the firſt planting of 
the Goſpel by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we uniform- 
ly find fome ſhort teſt or confeſſion of Faith re- 

_  quir'd of all who from among either Jews or 
Gentiles were converted to Chriſtianity, This 
ſeems to have been uſually no more than an ac- 

knowledgment of Jeſus being the Chriſt or Son of 

God. One or two inſtances from. among many 

may fuffice. When Philip had preached to the 

Ethiopian Eunuch in his chatior, as they went on 

their way, they came unto a certain water, and the 

Eunuch faid, See, here is water; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized ? and Philip ſaid, If thou be- 

e with all thine heart, chou oel And he 
We | anſwered 
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| anſwered and faid, I bins hi Jeſus Chriſt 3 is SY 
Son of God. Again, when at Philippi Paul and 


N Silas being caſt into priſon for preaching the word, 
the priſon doors were miraculouſly open'd and eve- 
ry one's bands were looſed ; -the-aſtoniſh'd Jailer 
ſtarting out of his Neep, and with difficulty pre- 


vented by Paul from killing himſelf, call'd for a 
light, and ſprang i in, and came trembling, and fell 
. down before the Apoſtles, ſaying, Sirs, what muſt I 
do to be ſaved ? and they ſaid, believe on the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Now that 
theſe ſhort declarations are tantamount to an ac- 


knowledgementof Chriſt's being God, will evident- 


ly appear by comparing them with another conver- 
ſion wrought by Chriſt Himſelf. Jeſus had open- 
ed the eyes of a man who was blind from his birth. 
The Jews, after a captious examination both of 
the man, and of his parents, caſt him out of the 
Synagogue, or excommunicated him. Jeſus found 
him again, and ſaid unto him, doſt thou believe 


on the Son of God? he anſwered and ſaid, Who 
is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? And 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou haſt both ſeen him, 


and it is He that talketh with thee. And he ſaid, ; 
Lord 1 believe.” And he worſhipped Him. By 


this a& of worſhipping Him he acknowledg dd 


Him be God; and Jefos, the humble Je- 
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ſus, acquieſc'd, and graciouſly accepted his ado- 
ration. | 


- 


| Now as the Scripture hiſtory is by the ſacred and 

inſpir'd writers brought down but a few years only 
below the final departure of the bleſſed Jeſus from 
earth, after that period we muſt have recourſe to 
the works of other early writers of Eccleſiaſtical 

hiſtory, many of which are ſtill extant, From 
theſe we learn, that the primitive Churches, found- 
ed by the Apoſtles, or their immediate ſucceſſors, 
for ſome time admitted new converts to Baptiſm 


on the bare profeſſion of this ſimple form, taken 
from the baptiſmal inſtitution by Chriſt Himſelf: 


I believe in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, | As the numbers of converts were multi- 
_ plied, it was judg'd expedient to draw up a larger 
form, comprehending ſundry particulars concerning 
Jeſus, as related in the Scripture; and this form is 
what we now call the Apoſtles Creed; not as being ; 
the work of the Apoſtles themſelves, but as being 
_ drawn from the pure fountains of Apoſtolical Scrip- 


ture. Some time afterwards, new Heretics ſpring. 


ing up, and corrupting the Orthodox Faith, a ge- 
neral Council of Biſhops conven'd at Nice, having 
formally condemn'd the blaſſ phemous tenets of Arius, 
in order to o guard the church from thoſe peſtilent 


errors | 
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Creed known by the name of the Athanaſian. 


trroverſialiſt in oppoſition to Arivs. 
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errors for the future, "hang proper to compile a 
ſtill fuller profeſſion of faith; and this form is call'd, 


from the name of the place where it was compos 'd, 
the Nicene Creed. 


In ſtill farther proceſs of time 
the impugners of the Trinity, calling to their aid . 
the abſurd Metaphyſics then in vogue, endeavour' d 
to darken and elude the plain truth by numberleſs 
nice and ſubtle diſtinctions, unintelligible even to 


themſelves, but apparently calculated to puzzle and 
perplex. Here too the Orthodox found it neceſſa- 


ry to follow them; and hence aroſe the obnoxious 
And 
here I readily concede to. our adverſaries, that 
neither it 's Author, the date of it's compoſition, or of 
it's reception into the Church, are certainly known. 


We are ſureit has been admitted upwards of eight 
hundred years, and not improbably above eleven 


hundred: and it took it's name from one Athana- 
ſius, who oreatly diſtinguiſh'd himſelf as a Con. 5 
rove Hence as the 
Antitrinitarians were from their leader ſtil'd Arians, 
ſo the Trinitarians, as alſo this Creed, as profeſſing BE 
the ſupport of the Trinitarian doctrine, ene d the f 
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Ka us now 1 the ſentiments of our 


Church on this en and for this we muſt have 


| recourſe 
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e to her Articles. I have "FRO ina former 


diſcourſe quoted her ſixth Article; but as it is a 


very ſhort one, I muſt beg leave once again to 


beſpeak your attention to it. Holy Scripture | 


< containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation ; fo 


ce that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 


ce proved thereby, is not to be required of any man 


ee that it ſhould be believed as an article of the 


« faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſal- 
< yation. From hence it is but a very ſhort ſtep 


to the eighth Article, which runs in theſe words. 
The three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius Creed, 


« and that which is commonly called the Apoſtles 
* © Creed, ought throughly to be received and be- 


« lieved, for they may be proved by moſt. certain | 


cc warrants of Holy Scripture.” _ Here you have in 


the. plaineſt words the reaſon why our Church has 


thought proper to retain this Creed, She meddles 


not with the diſputed points reſpecting it's author, 
or it's date; but only declares the neceſſity of be- 


lieving it, becauſe warranted by Scripture. 


It is not my intention here to enter upon an 


Analyſis of this Creed ; which to any obſervant 
reader will appear to conſiſt of but two principal 


doctrines, that of the Trinity. and that of the In- 
carnation. On lhe firſt of theſe it declares tha all 
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1 „ ſeveral Attributes batch iat to the Godhead 
aeaꝛͥre alike competent to each Perſon; ſo that the 
Father is God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghoſt 
God; and yet not three Gods, but One God. 
And all idea of inferiority being incompatible with 
1 hne notion of God, it of courſe declares that in 
WIE to, rinity none is afare or after other, none is 
| 7 5 greater or leſs than another; but the whole three 
Perſons are coeternal together, and coequal. On 
i 5 0 the ſecond point, it is a mere comment on that 
eee of Saint John, The Word was made Fleſh: 
CY + which it guards againſt the perverſe miſrepreſenta- 7 
T of the early Heretics; moſt truly aſſerting | 
5 bo0our bleſſed Saviour to be perfect God and perfect 
Man; of courſe equal to the Father as touching 
j | e Godhead, while inferior to the Father as 
i ..” §‚ Gmñiiaa his Manhood; ; and that although He 
JJ Man, yet He is not two, but Que 
| en. e OS. 


* 


W ee ee already pointed out to you this grada- 
ö 8 tion of Creeds, from the moſt ſimple profeſſion of _ 
5 faith in the time of the Apoſtles, down to this laſt 
Il aAaalancd l moſt diffuſe of all, the Athanaſian. The very 
1 firſt implied a belief in the Trinity: I believe in 


li |. | God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gholt. 
1 | T he Antitrinitarian could not t with the ſimalleſt de- 
il 
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gree of decency object to this; but hug' d himſelf 
in a mental reſervation, that theſe were not three 
diſtinct Perſons, bur only different names and 
titles. The Apoſtles Creed tiles Jau God's only 
Son, and our Lord. The Arian allow'd Him to 
be the Son of God, but not Himſelf God; and 
acknowledg'd Him to be our Lord and Maſter, 
as being Head of the Church which Himſelf had 
founded. The Nicene Creed goes a ſtep farther, 
declaring Chriſt to be Very God of Very God, and 


of one ſubſtance with the Father. Here the Arian 


was ſtagger'd ; but by degrees, and with the help 
of ſome metaphyſical” quibbles, he contriv'd to 
evade this alſo. At laſt comes the Athanafian 
Creed, and aſſerts in plain terms, that the Father 


is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is 


God. No farther ſubterfuge now remain'd. if 
the Arian acknowledg'd this, he muſt either give 
the lie to his own principles, or by renouncing 
thoſe principles muſt ceaſe to be an Arian, Una- 
ble to refute, he has recourſe to abuſe. Obſtinate 
and determin'd in his oppoſition to the Trinitarian 

doctrine, his enmity againſt all creeds which main- 
tain that doctrine is in exact proportion to the clear- 
neſs and explicitneſs wherewith they maintain it. 


Now having ſhe wn you in my two preceding diſ. 


courſes that the Trinitarian doctrine is the genuine 
doctrine of Seripeure, I [ Tm not arp here to add, 
that 


1 
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{ a TE 1967 aNG our Church 4. that ſole 1 8 it, 
n zeal of every true Son of the Church in the 

defence of her ſeveral Creeds ſhould riſe in exact 

proportion to che virulence of our adverſaries againſt 

i them reſpectively: and of courſe 1 conſider the 

1 Athanaſian Creed as ; the grand bulwark of the Tri- 8 

nitarian doctrine, of the Church of Baabe, and 

NWN of Chriſtianicy itſelf, 
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1 3 But 1 truſt has been faid | in 8 


1 | . of this Creed on the point of it's Orthodoxy. Our 
Wt © adverts: chuſe to give their objections a more 
| RES 


\ 6 5 popular turn; and therefore declaim againſt it's un 
. charitableneſs, on account of what they are, pleas d 
HEN ENTS to call it 's damnatory clauſes. Let the Creed ſpeak 
i „„ for itſell. Whoſoeyer will be ſaved, before all 
chings it is neceffary that he hold the Catholie | 
1 e 0 NE SRadE which Faith, | except every one do keep 
1 W whole and undefiled, without doubt he ſhall pe- 
N « kinn everlaſtingly.” The plain meaning of which 
5 is no more than this; None can plead a right to 
| EEE ſalvation by the Goſpel without holding the Chriſ- 
„ 1 tian Faith, or believing the truths reveaPd. in that . 
. Goſpel. « And the Catholic Faith is this, that 
! | i we worſhip One God in Trinity, and Trinity = 
4 „„ OV MRO. Unity.“ Here the doctrine of the Tiinity 
e is aſſerted to be a Bt of the W Catholic 5 
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or Chriſtian Faith. But ie word Trinity not 
occurring in the Bible, this Creed proceeds to ex- 
plain it's ſignification more at large; ſhewing that 
| there are three diſtin Perſons, to each of whom 
every. Attribute. of the Godhead is aſcrib'd in that 
ſame Scripture, _ which yet uniformly maintains 

there being one only God. After an ample diſ- 
cuſſion of this point, the Creed paſſes on to a ſe- 
cond, reſpecting particularly the ſecand Perſon in 
this Trinity. ( Furthermore it is neceſſary th 
© everlaſting ſalvation, that he alſo believe rightly 
the incarnation of our Lord Jeſus Christ.“ It 
| then explains what the right Faith-is, or what the 
Scriptures have revealed to us, on this ſubject alſo; 
| and finally concludes with this declaration, 6 This 
«1s the Catholic Faith; which except a man be- 
C lieve faithfully, he cannot be ſaved.” Now 
here it is obvious to obſerve, that thoſe a 
tory paſſages which make up the bulk” of the 
Creed, are intended ſolely - for our information 
and ſatisfaction being all of them adduc d by way 
of arguments in proof and illuſtration of the main 
points, and of courſe having nothing to do with the 
damnatory clauſes; 3 and the whole is reducible to 
this ſimple aſſertion : Chriſtian Faith is neceſſary 
to ſalvation; and Chriſtian Faith includes the be- 
kf of the Trinity, and of Chriſt's 1 ncarnation. 
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And for his: both the Creed itſelf, and our 
Church for retaining it, are accus'd of the moſt 
85 violation of Chriſtian Suey 85 


The Church of Rome has indeed the e 


to pronounce on her on bare authority, and 
without pretending any warrant from Scripture, 


chat ſalvation is not to be had out of her commu- 
nion; and for this we juſtly accuſe her of unchari- 
tableneſs: pd think it ground ſufficient, even had 


we no other, to relinquiſh her communion, And 
in this odious light would the inſidious Sectary 
1 fain put the Church of England. But we defy 

the charge, and boldly appeal to the Scripture. 


The Chriſtian Religion is founded on a mutual 
covenant between the Creator and the Creature. 


© Faith and good works are the conditions: ſalva- 


tion the reward of obedience, damnation the pu- 
niſhment of diſobedience. For good works, our 
Saviour thus commiſſions his diſciples : Go ye, 
and teach all nations, reaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever have commanded you: and 


Saint Paul accordingly denounces that God will 


render to every man according to his, deeds; to 
chem who by patient continuance in well-doing 
ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eter | 


1 nal life; but on the | contrary, indignation and 


| | wrat 
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wrath, 6 0 55 and anguiſh upon every ſoul of 
man that doeth evil. Will they accuſe Saint Paul 

of uncharitableneſs ? For the other condition of 
Faith, hear. our bleſſed Saviour's commiſſion to 
his diſciples, as fecorded by Saint Mark. Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every 
creature. He that believeth, and is baptized, 

« ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, ſhall be 
« damned.” Will they dare to charge the Re- 
deemer of mankind with uncharitableneſs ? But 
I forget : : they will not allow Jeſus to be more 
than Man ; ; and as ſuch, the obſcure. and illiterate 
fon of an honeſt Carpenter: of courſe not likely 
to know 10 much of the Religion inſtituted by 

Himſelf, as the enlighten'd Adepts of modern 
Philoſophy ! We, more humble Chriſtians, ac- 


knowledge the terms of our falvation to be ſuch aa 


are announc'd by the ſole Author of that ſalvation, 


even the bleſſed Jeſus, the everlaſting God of truth 
and love: to whom, with the Father, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, three Perſons and One God, be addreſs'd_ 
all prayer and praiſe from men and Angels, even 
all in heaven and earth, for ever and ever. 


AMEN. 


SERMON' vII. 


- PREACH'D- ON SUNDAY APRIL 19, 1798. 


AtTrrou GH in the proſecution of -this plan 5 
which I have undertaken J have already proceeded 
to the extent of ſix diſcourſes, yet have I ſcarcely 
aid a ſingle word in vindication of the Church of 
England, as he ſtands in contradiſtinction to the 

Preſbyterian. In my third Sermon indeed 1 

y acquainted you with the ground and origin of the 
ditinction; which reſted ſolely on a difference of 
opinion at the time of the Reformation with re- 
ſpect to Church- government. Our Engliſh Re- | 
| formers, approving of an Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, 


15 and due ſubordination, adopted, or rather retain d 


the Epiſcopal form of government; both as more 
conſonant to the primitive model of Antiquity, and 
as more e to che ks of e our Civil Con- 
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ſtitution. Others who follow'd the opinions of the 
famous Calvin, and among them our Scottiſh 


Brethren, (Brethren now, but in thoſe days moſt 


commonly Foes,) prefer'd a diſcipline of more 
equality, and leſs ſubordmation, Among them 


therefore the Hierarchy was abolifh'd, and the 


management of their Church being committed 
to Synods, or aſſemblies compos'd of Priefts and 
Lay-Elders, both compriz'd under the denomina- 


tion of Preſbyters; thence aroſe the title of Pref- 


byterians. In the ſame tlürd Sermon you may 


farther remember, that after giving a general 


outline of the Church of England, Ti defir'd you 
particularly to notice, that what had been ſaid was by 
way of relation only, not of vindication ; this latter 
being reſerv'd for a future diſcuſſion, after points of 
much greater e _— have been ITY 
. conſider d. 


* * 


Theſs points have now 60 pretty y filly confi- 


der'd ; my three laſt difcourſes having been wholly 
dedicated to the defence of che doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, and the vindication of our Church for retain- 
ing in her ſervice that grand bulwark of the Tri- 


nitarian doctrine againſt every ſubterfuge and quib- 
ble of Sophiftry, the Athanaſian Creed. And here 


we 1 8 proper to explain more fully what T have 


03 hitherto 


— CEC tee Amo eo. 
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hitherto but barely tinted; which i is, a: this con- 
troverſy reſpecting the Trinity has in fact nothing 
to do with the Preſbyterians, as ſuch. The Pref- 
. +byterian Church, or as more commonly call'd, the 
Kirk. of Scotland, is on this point no leſs ortho- 
dox than the Church of England. Calvin, who 
may be ſtilꝰd the Father of Preſpyterianiſm, was a 


Trinitarian, as well as Luther, and the other Re- 
formers; and ſo are all his genuine diſciples 
to this hour. However they may differ from us 
Ny reſpecting Church-government and diſcipline, and 
even in ſome leſs material points of doctrine; how- 
ever opinions might vary concerning preconcciv d 
forms of prayer, or Liturgies in general, and that 

of the Church of England in particular, with it's 
ſeveral ceremonies and offices: yet in the leading 
article of the Trinity, or the acknowledgment of 
three Perſons in one God, the Faith of all Chriſ- 
tians was alike. Papiſts, Preſbyterians, Series of 
every denomination, join'd in abhorrence of that 
peſtilen hereſy, which, as I have already obſerv'd, ; 

was firſt broach'd by Simon Magus, afterwards 
- propagated by Arius, and laftly reviv'd by Soci- 
nus. A hereſy, whoſe abettors, whatever they may 
think of themſelves, have no more right to the 
. appellation of Chriſtians, than the followers of Ma- 
- Hoaget or Confucius. TT profeſs indeed o be- 
leeve 


lieve in the Chriſtian Revelation, but torture that 
Revelation out of it's Chriſtianity. And on this 


account it was, that with the conſent of all parties 


the oppugners of the Trinity were excepted out of 
the Act of Toleration. . 


hut in theſe latter days whereon our lot is fallen, 


a new and unheard of Phænomenon hath appear'd 
in the world. A ſet of men ſtarted up on the Con- 


tinent, openly profeſſing to explode Chriſtianity, 

and in it's room to ſubſtitute what they are pleas'd 
to call Philoſophy. Truſting ſolely to the ſtrength 
of their own reaſon, their leading maxim of courſe 
is, to reject and diſbelieve whatſoever is beyond the 
power of that reaſon to comprehend. „On this 
principle it requires no great penetration to ſee 


what fate the doctrine of the Trinity muſt expect 
at their hands, even ſhould they admit the truth of 


other parts of Revelation. F arther, declaring 
| themſelves champions of unqualified liberty, and 


obſerving the cloſe alliance between Popery and 


Deſpotiſm; at the ſame time not diſtinguiſhing 


between the corruptions of Popery and che genuine 


purity of Chriſtianity; they raſhly concluded that 


Chriſtianity itſelf, nay that all Religion muſt be 
:ncompatible with liberty, and that no man can be 
ſtrictiy and properly free, while ſubject to a ſu- 
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preme Governour of the world, or God. 


146 
France they have unhappily prevaibd ſo far, as to 


bring this wild and abſurd theory to the teſt of ex- 


e They have renounc'd all belief in a 
God, and diſcarded all religion; and on this ac- 
count fancy themſelves the only free people in the 
world. Hence the anarchy and miſery which at 
this moment deſolate that devoted land; whoſe 
liberty conſiſts in an unbounded licence to rob 
and murder, and after all, to ſtarve. Among our- 
. ſelves, this baſtard Philoſophy ſeems to have ſtopt 
ſomething Thort of this extreme. It's boaſted 
leader and champion, whoſe deſpair of ſucceſs here 
has driven him to the Continent of America, uni- 


formly poofeſſes his belief in God, and his adher- 


ence to reveald Religion: but adopting in it's full 


force the maxim above-mention'd, of rejecting 
| * 


from his Creed whatever ſurpaſſes his compre- 


 Henfion; he is thence led to declare the moſt ran- 


courous hoſtility againſt the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity; ; which he places at the head of the groſs cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity, And his acknowledge d 
abilities, together with the ſucceſs, wherewith in 
conſequence of thoſe abilities, and of the moſt di- 
ligent- and laborious inveſtigation, he has been 
enabYd to make ſome important diſcoveries in 
Natural and e ann have attach d ; 
to 


| j 
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to lim many admirers, whoſe blind zeal indiferimi- 
; nately adopts even his wildeſt Reveries 1 in divinity. 


Now theſe Prieftleian Unitarians can by no means 
maintain a communion, with the Church of Eng- 


land, which is Trinitarian throughout. What is 
the conſequence? In che Metropolis, where their 
numbers are conſiderable, they have form'd_ them- 
ſelves into ſeparate ſocieties, under the name of 
Unitarian congregations. But in the country, 
where their numbers are not conſiderable enough 


ſor that purpoſe, they have generally join d them- 
7 ſelves to ſome ſect of Proteſtant Diſſenters; whoſe 


members being unfetter d from the reſtraints laid 
upon the Church of England by her Articles of 
Religion, are of courſe at full liberty to adopt 
Wäiatever mode of faith their caprice or prejudice 
may ſuggeſt. And as the ſame reſtleſs ſpirit which 


diſinclines men to believe what they can not com- 
prehend, and to acknowledge any authority in 


matters 'of faith, naturally leads them to impa- 
tience under civil controul, and to a diſlike of e every 
conſtitution which falls ſhort of their ſpeculative 
ideas of unattainable perfection; hence it comes that 
4 Unitarians i in religion are for che moſt part Repub- 
| licans in Politics, Nor i is it to be wonder'd at, 
that ſuch as would degrade the Saviour and Re- | 
dener of mankind into a mere Carpenter s ſon, 
og e would ; 
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b mould wiſh alſo to reduce the Kings and Nobles 
bol the earth in the ſame manner, and to level all 
Wo | rank and power into an n maſs of 
WE Wigan On e 
| From this ſtatement of the : lh thus fairly 43 
1 | - fully repreſented, it is clear that the controverſy 
between the Church of England and the Preſbyte- | 
rians is of trifling import in compariſon of that 


bes the Trinitarians and Unitarians. But un- 
fortunately, whether from the long reſidence of the 


nmap departed Unitarian Philoſopher i in this neigh- 
fp bourhood, and his unwearied zeal and induſtry 
in propagating and diſſeminating his heretical te 
nets 3 or from what other cauſe it may have hap- NF 


pen'd, which 1 preſume not to fathom : yet te 
fact is, that the Preſbyterians in this part of the 


kingdom are almoſt uniyerſally Unitarians. Were 

it otherwiſe, 1 ſhould ſcarcely have thought * 
Worth my while to undertake a formal defence and 
vindication of our Church againſt ſach objeCtions 
| as are ſtrictiy Preſbyterian ; moſt of which 


are mere trifling captious cavils ſcarce worth no- 
| icing, and ſome upon matters totally indifferent. 
But having already taken up lo much of your time 
in combating the Unitarian Hereſy, and their 
other objections being blended with that principal 5 
one 


I * * ' \ , * 
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one againſt the Trinity; I can not conſider the exe- 
cution of my deſign as compleat, without a cur- 
ſory notice of whatſoever beſides they have thought 
proper to allege againſt us. As to the original 
diſpute reſpecting the mode of Church-govern- j 
ment, I ſhall drop it entirely ; and for this reaſon, 
becauſe every Sovereign State is poſſeſs'd of an 
indiſputable right to chuſe it's own. I look upon it 
as equally. unjuſtifiable to decry Preſbyterianiſm i in 
Scotland, as Epiſcopacy in England: unleſs either 
can be prov'd repugnant to the word of God, 
which is not pretended. The aſſertion indeed 
which is ſtated to be the grand principle wherein all 
Diſſenters agree; that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Head 
of his Church, I ſhall think it neceſſary to exa- 
mine at ſome length, as involving ambiguities, 
which taken in a wrong ſenſe may lead to dange- 
rous conſequences. The ſeveral exceptions taken 
againſt Liturgies in general, and that of our own 
Church in particular, with it's various ceremonies 
and offices, I intend adverting to at ſuch length as 
the importance of each may appear reſpectively to 
deſerve. But the remaining parts of my plan be- 
ing in a good meaſure diſtinct from all that has 
already preceded, and à kind of commence- 
ment of a new ſubject, it ſeems inexpedient to en- 
; ter bh it in the wise of a diſcourſe. Beſides, 
I feel 
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| Ifeel myſelf call upon to 4 90 you for A 
having extended my late diſcourſes to a greater 
| EE | length than you had reaſon to expect from the ear- 
J intimation I gave you to the contrary for 
1 which I have only to plead in excuſe the great im- 
portanceæ of the ſubject, and the impropriety of in- 
1 tertupting the continuity of the argument. I hope 
„ to be able to correct this fault 1 in future; ſince 
1 though much remains to be ſaid, yet as the ſeve- 
Wi. ral topics will be diſtinct, and in a manner dif- 
united from each other, and no one ſubject will re- 
quire much time in the diſeuſmon; it will conſe- 
gquontly he caſy to circumſcribe the limits of a Ser- 
1 mon, which may be concluded indifferently at al- 
OCD maoſt any part. And the remainder of my time 
[ „„ mow 1] thall dedicate to.an attempt to prepare your 
1 minds for the readier acceptance of the anſwers T 
all have to make to our adverſaries, by pointing | 
- . -out to you the ee anc] excellence 11 our 
 «dmirable 8 | 


26 55 to do this | effetually, 1 it . be ne 3 | 
BR. ce ſſary to take an exact and comprehenſive ſurvey 
lf the whole; pointing out in order it's ſeveral 
1 pPecauties and excellencies, both in the ſubſtance, 
1 5 method, and guage of it's prayers ʒ its judicious 
F inter mixture of re and ee with 
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hymns. of praiſe and thankſgiving, profeſſions of 


faith, and exhortations to duty: together with it's 
inimitable ſelections of ſeriptural portions in the 
Leſſons, Epiſtles, and Goſpels. But this would 
require many more diſcourſes than all che reſt of 
my plan taken together ; nor would fuch an under- 
taking be ſo "ſuitable to a ſermon as to a treatiſe; in 
which form it has already been executed in a maſ- 


terly manner by ſeveral able and learned divines of 


our Church. And as one of thoſe commentators 
has in a preface to his work given a moſt juſt cha- 
rater. and encomium thereof ; and as his book, 


written at the diſtance of an hundred and twenty 


years, is now in few hands; I ſhall without ce- 
remony take the liberty of concluding this diſ- 
courſe in his words; which are much more 
expreſſive chan any chat I could _ to lugt. 
tute in their. room. | 


60 Ns. Church was ever - bleß d wich ſo com- 
* prehenſive, fo exact, and fo inoffenſive a Litur- 


«py, as our own. 80 judiciouſiy is it contrivid, 


ce that the wiſeſt may exerciſe at once their now 


<-ledge and devotion; ſo plain, that the moſt ig- 
c norant may pray with underſtanding :- ſo. full, 


artltat nothing is omitted which is fit to be _ 5 


Ki in public; 1 en, that it com 
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10 things which we would aſk in p yet ſo 

« ſhort, as not to tire any that hath true devotion. 

« It's doQrine is pure and primitive, it's ceremo- 

te nies few and innocent ; it's method exact and. 
. ce natural; it's language ſignificant and perſpicu- 

| ee cus. | Moſt of it's words and phraſes are taken 

| OY cout of the holy Scriptures ; and the reſt are the 
q . expreſſions of the firſt and pureſt ages; ſo that 


| hs whoever takes exception at theſe, muſt. quarrel 

| * with the language of the Holy Ghoſt, and fall 
| e out with the Church in her greateſt innocence. 
} 4 . 8 The Scholar may therein diſcern cloſe Logic, 

| 3 1 | - 0 pleaſing Rhetoric, pure. divinity, and the very 
1 « marrow of the ancient doctrine and diſcipline; 

| ac yet all made ſo familiar, that the unlearned may 


1 4 ſaſely ſay Amen. It has obtain d univerſal re- 
4 pðutations is deſervedly admir'd by the Eaſtern. 


| 46 Churches, and had in great eſteem by the moſt 
| 1 2 5 50 5 cc eminent Proteſtants beyond ſea; Who are the N 
[| * e moſt impartial judges that can be deſit 'd. And 


BY e one of the moſt eminent and moſt learned of 
tc theſe foreign divines, one not only unconnected 
. wich our Church, but alſo under none, not even 


| the ſmalleſt obligation thereto, has given his de- 
1 & ciſve opinion, that the Engliſh Liturgy comes 
B 4 ſo near to the primitive pattern, that none of the . 
|  « Reform'd Churches cag compare with. it,” 
| 4 $i i 8 
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To this ſpirited and ſtri&tly Juſt, as well as ele- 
gant Encomium, the pious author after a ſhort in- 
terval, adds the following ſentence and prayer; 
 wherewith as he cloſes his FONG. o * I cloſe 
this courſe. 


br W . no more ha to worſhip God 


« with zeal and knowledge, ſpirit and truth, purity 
ic and fincerity, may do it by theſe devout forms. 
« And to this end, may the God of peace give us all 


© meek hearts, quiet ſpirits, and devout affections; ; 


cc and free us from all oth and prejudice : that we 


may have full churches, frequent prayers, and fer- 


e vent charity: that uniting in our prayers here, we 


< may all join in his praiſes hereafter, for the ſake of 
«* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: to whom, with the Father, 
& and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one God,, 


«c be all honour and glory for evermore.” 


AMEN. 
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8 exceptions made againſt our Chorch) by thoſe who 


' ther are far from ſufficient to Juſtify what I make 
no ſcruple of calling the heinous. ſin of Schiſm. 
Of theſe the firſt is neceſſary i in order to vindicate | 


Church can not be truly characteriz d as not having 
ſpot or wrinkle; and the ſecond may ſerve to con- 
vince you of the folly and danger of that ſpirit of _ 
innovation, Wen would caſt off an old, tried, ſer- FO 
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ground and ad of their ere 5 en, : 
our communion, iny, defign is Hirſt to examine eg 
objection apart, in order to ſhew the futility of 


each; and ſecondly: to prove that all of chern toge- 


my application of the Text; ſince otherwiſe our 
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viceable gar ment, on account po A few ſuppos'd © 


ſpots or wrinkles, and thoſe ſcarcely if at all per- 


ceptible ; and adopt in it's room a flimſy piece of 
modern texture, without either ſtrength, beauty, 


or conveniency, . But there remains till in the way 


an obſtacle, which muſt be previouſly remov d. 


F or before entering upon the ſeveral ſpecific ob- 


jections, 1 muſt beg leave to examine the ſtrength 
and ſolidity of that fundamental baſis which ſup- 


ports the whole fabric, This 1 ſhall now give you 


in their own words; and a. thorough diſcuſſion of 


this ſingle point will furniſh ample. matter for. the 


preſent diſcourſe, F 


The grad, ds 7 of Diffenters, in 


which we are. told they all agree, is ſtated to be 
this: that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Head of his 


Chur ch; and that no earthly Power! has a right to 

preſcribe what his diſciples are to believe; ſince £ 

| He has taught us to call no man upon earth Maſ- 3 
ter, with reſpect to religious matters; becauſe One 


is our Maſter, even Chriſt. Now as this ſentence 
is ſomewhat perplex d, 1 hall take the liberty, to 


analy le it, and give you a view of it's ſeveral com- 
Ponent parts, or members. It contains then firſt | 


the main propoſition, or Axiom, that J eſus Chriſt 
is the uy Head of his Church. Secondly, an 


n e infer 1 
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inſerence, or Celli; en from FTI which 
a is, that no earthly power has a right to preſcribe to 
the diſciples of Chriſt What they are to believe. 
Laſtly, the ſcriptural proof whereon the propoſi- 
tion i is founded; namely, that Chriſt has taught us 
to call no man upon earth Maſter, with reſpect to 


religious matters, by having told us that One is our 
Maſter, even Chriſt. | Now i in the examination of 
this matter it feems neceſſary to invert the order 


by beginning with the laſt part; fince if the Scrip- 

| ture proof be inadequate to the purpoſe for which 
it is alleg'd, the whole muſt fall to the ground. 
My preſent deſign then is, firſt to explain the paſ- 

> ſage of Scripture whereto they allude-; ſecondly, 


105 to ſhew in what ſenſe the Axiom i 18 true, and what 
dangers as well as abſurdities naturally flow from a 


ſiniſter acceptation of it; and laſtly, to exa- 


mine the TREND. or eee here drawn 


wat 
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oh irſt chen for the n st“ 'T he Te ext 


9 aa to is the tenth verſe of the twenty third 
, chapter of 'Saint Matthew, where it is thus writ- 
ten: Neither be ye called Maſters; for One is 


your Maſter, even Chriſt. For the clear under- 


Wl ſtanding of this Text, it will be neceſſary to take 
in n the whole FRE of the * context, from the begin- 


1 10 My LE uV. * , ning 


uy 
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ning of the Chapter. We find in the ff verſe 
that it is Jeſus who ſpeaks; and that his diſcourſe 


is zddreſs'd both to his own diſciples, and to the 
multi tude. In the concluſion of the preceding 


Chapter, Jeſus having firſt filenc'd the Sadducees, 


Þ If 


and after them the Phariſces, in ſuch ſort that, as 
the Evangeliſt informs us, no man was able to an- 


| ſwer Him, neither durſt any man from that day 
forth aſk Him any more queſtions ; takes occaſion 


on their departure to caution his heaters concern- 
ing them. | And it is very obſervable, that He be- 
gins with a direct and implicit avowal of their law- 
ful authority i in the Jewiſh Church; T he Scribes 
and. Phariſees ſir in Moſes' ſeat. All therefore 


85 whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 


do: that is, obey their commands in all chings 
agreeable to the divine Law given by God to Mo- 
ſes; but do not ye after their works ; for they ſay, 
and do not. And ſuch is the unhappy frailty of 
human nature, that it would be no unbecoming 
humility | in the very beſt of Chriſtian Miniſters to 


urge a ſimilar caution reſpecting ourſelves: : follow 


our precepts rather than our examples ; for alaſs ! 
but too often we ſay, and do not. Our Saviour 


then proceeds to notice particularly the ſeyeral 
| Phariſaical practices which He would have his fol- 
lowers eſchew, ; and firſt He marks that oſtentatious 5 


__ vanity 
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* . 


vanity for which they yere above all other men 
remarkable, All their works, fays Chriſt, they 
do to be ſeen of men. They love the uppermoſt 


Wa 


rooms at feaſts,” and the chief ſeats in the ſyna- 
gogves, and greetings in the markets: : and to be 


called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. Now theſe ſeveral 

| charges, together with that other of making broad 
their Phylacteries, and enlarging the borders of 
their garments, have a reference to Jewiſh cuſtoms 
of thoſe days, familiar to the audience to whom 


Chriſt ſpoke; but a full explanation whereof would 


h a . lead me too far from the main ſubject. I ſhall only 
1 . | obſerve that the term Rabbi, Which! is equivalent 
3 to Maſter, was a title much' affected by the learned 


F teacklets of the Jews; and chat the Heads « or Prin. 
5 cipals of What they calbd the ſchools 'of the Pro- 
| „ phets were particularly diſtinguiſh'a by the appel- 5 
{ . TR lation of F athers.” In alluſion hereto we muſt i in- 
„„ terpret the three followitg verſes. "But be not ye 
| 105 _calfd Rabbi; ; for Obe is 18 your Maſter, even Chriſt; 

| I RES, e all ye are brethren. And call no man) your 
| | . Father upon "the earth; for One i is your F ather, 
|| 1 i which! is in heaven. Neither be ye. called Maſters ; 
Ws: EET or One is your Maſter ei even Chriſt. That theſe 
1 . words can not be underſtood ſtritly, is manifeſt 
F ffom wo iconfiderations.” * For firſt,” it is well 


* known that in thoſe umes no > doch a « deſcription 
ö We 2 | E Mic 4 I if: 28 a 1 15 3 of | 
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of perfor aides, as what are now. hired e or, r menial. ! 
Servants but all work. was perform'd by actual ? 
Slaves ; ; who. were as, much the property. of their ; 
reſpective owners or proprietors, as are our horſes or. | | 

cattle. If then Chriſt's prohibition to.call any man N 
Maſter had been taken ſtrictly, it muſt have been I | 
conſider'd as implying an immediate emancipation | 
of all flaves on their converſion to Chriſtianity. . | 
But that no ſuch thing was in fad deſign'd is plain 5 
from Saint Paul s firſt Epiſtle to the Qiagen, i 
where in the ſeventh Chapter he ſays, Let every 6 
man abide i in the ſame Calling, or condition, where- il 
in he was called; and adds, Art thou called, or | 
converted, being a ſervant, or ſlave ? care not for 1 
t: be contented in that ſtate; nor imagine that. ! 
thy admiſſion into Chriſtianity is to diſcharge thee - e 
from thy ſervitude. Nay the ſame Apoſtle s Let- b 
ter to Philemon is nothing but a requeſt that he 1 
would forgive and receive a runaway ſlaye nam'd # 
Oneſimus; who although a Chriſtian, and beloved i 
brother, and Miniſter unto Paul in the bonds of + 


the Goſpel, was not yet on the ſcore of all — 1 
ric releas d from his obligation to his maſter. Bur. 1 
ſecondly Chriſt adds, Call no man your F ather . 1 i | 
upon the earth ; for One is your Father which is in 35 i | 
heaven, Can this injunction be taken ſtrictly? as, { I 
ſhall we © ſuppoſe the biene J eſus meant to _— 3 [ 
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the phrental tye? is it Antichriſtian 01 a child to 

uſe the endearing name of Father? Abſurd, and 

even ridiculous! Nay farther, it is not forbidden 

5 us to apply the term Father in a ſpiritüal ſenſe, 
Saint Paul having call'd the Corinthians his be- 
loved ſons, immediately adds, For though ye have 
ten thouſand Inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye 
not many Fathers; for in Chriſt Jeſus I have be- 
gotten you through the Goſpel: -meaning, that by 
his miniſtry alone they were originally converted to 
Chriſtianity, Even the Difſenters themſelves ſeru- 
ple not to appeal to the antient eccleſiaſtical wri- | 
tes under the appellation of the Fathers: how- 
ever their ſqueamiſh conſciences may be offended 

at our addreſſing the Biſhops of our Church by the 

ſtyle of Right Reverend Fathers in God. The re- 

. „„ . CR whole | is, that the words we have been 
if 1 8 conſidering relate particularly to that audience to 
. whom Chriſt addreſs'd them, and to cuſtoms then 
and there ſubſiſting: and as far as they concern us 
05 imply no more than an admonition to us not ts 
uſurp a dominion over your Faith; but to exhort 
you in Saint Paul's words to the Corinthians, 
Be Ye followers of Us, even as we alſo are of 
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This paſſige then of Scripture being thus upon _ + MY 
examination found to be inadequate to the proof e 2 
of che aſſertion in behalf whereof it is ſo confidently 1 - 
alleg'd, 1 now proceed to conſider the affertion 
itſell. Jeſus Chriſt is the only Head of his Church. 
That Jeſus Chriſt is the Head of the Church, . 
true in every poſſible ſenſe. He i is God, over All. . | 
He is the ſole founder of Chriſtianity: the ſole "| 
author of our ſalvation. In conſequence of his | 
voluntary humiliation, He is likewiſe inveſted by 9 9 
the Father with that Mediatorial kingdom which : Wl. 


is to continue till the final conſummation of the 
Univerſe; when according to Saint Paul, the Son 


alſo Himſelf ſhall be ſubject unto Him that put all 
things under Him, that God may be All in All, 
Then only ſhall Chriſt's Mediatorial kingdom 19 
ceaſe, when All being ſubdued thereto, nothing | 
farther remains whereupon. it can be exercis'd. In 
all theſe reſpects does every Chriſtian unequivocally £ 
acknowledge Chriſt to be the Head, and only Head | 
of the Church. But here the equivocation lies in 
the little word--Only, | That there neither is, nor 
can be, any authority paramount to that of Chriſt, 
we readily allow; but they would fain ſtretch the 
ſignification of the word Only into a denial of the 5 
 lawfulneſs of any ſubordinate authority. The ab- 
ſurdiry of this notion ſcarcely needs to be pointed 
3 


104 SERMON VIII. 


out. Our Civil Conſtitution . but 


one ſupreme head in the King; but is this any 
argument againſt the delegated power of inferior 
Magiſtracies? The Chriſtian Church is the aggre- 
gate body of Chriſtian people: the Church of Eng- 
land is the aggregate body of thoſe Chriſtian people 


who aſſent to her doctrine and diſcipline. Chriſt, 


the ſupreme Head, is inviſible : while on earth, He 
left us general rules for our faith and practice, 


which {till remain in their full force; but He left 


us no preciſe or determinate directions for the go- 


vernment of his Church, conſider'd as a viſible. 
Body. In order to govern his Church immedi- 
| ately and perſonally, He muſt either have conti- 


nued to reſide upon earth, or have preſerv'd a 
continued miraculous interpoſition and commu- 


nication from heaven. God is univerſal Sovereign? 


yet has every nation a ſovereign power reſiding 


ſomewhere in it's conſtitution, whether that conſtitu | 


tion be Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, Democratical, 
or like our own, a happy mixture of all ; and with- 


out fuch a x Sovereignty, all would be Anarchy, 


Theſe few obſervations, while iter ſhew you the | 

; abſurdities that flow from the perverſe miſapplica- 
tion of a principle in itſelf ſtrictly true, may at the 
ſame time convey ſome idea of the dangers that 


ö * 


may 
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may from thence conſequentially ariſe. But far- 
ther to illuſtrate and confirm this laſt idea, of the 
danger, I mean, as well as the abfurdity ; permit 


nnen —— - 
ſh > + n UAA 4 
- " 


me to remind you of what actually came to paſs 


. - 7 7 


322 — ——— — 


in this very Kingdom, within the lapſe of a Century 
and an half. In thoſe dreadful times which i imme- 
diately preceded and follow'd the execrable, and 
*rill of late unparalleI'd murder of Charles the firſt ; 
times, which ſome factious and turbulent ſpirits of 
theſe days, not content with extolling, would gladly 
renew: when Church and State, which always 
ſtand or fall together, lay proſtrate in the duſt; 
while Anarchy, conducted by Hypocriſy, rode tri- 
umphant over their ruins : among the innumerable 
ſets and hereſies which Hell ſpawn'd out on this 
diſtracted land, there Rarted up a ſet of Fanatics, 
who aſſum'd to themſelves the title of Fifth-mo- 
8 narchy men. Alluding to the four great Monar- 
chies that according to the prophetic prediQions | 
have ſucceſſively ruPd over the world; and recur. 
ring to a prophecy. in the Revelations of Saint 
John, imperfe&ly underſtood, reſpeCting a Millen- 


nium, or reign of Chriſt with his Saints upon 1 
_ earth, for a thouſand years previous to the final = j 
_ conſummation of all things; on theſe grounds | | | i 

they affected to maintain that this fifth monarchy, 1 


or 7 85 of Chriſt, was already commenc'd ; and | 1 
Jeſus 11 


4 1 SERMON, VIII. „ 
| Jeſus being the Only King, all earthly 8 
ſ | | Was of courſe ſuperſeded and utterly aboliſh'd. ' 
} „ 4335 conſequences of this doctrine were among 1 
4 moſt dreadful of thoſe which ſtain that gloomy and 


3 inauſpicious page of Britiſh hiſtory : and 1 ſhall 5 


| | i leave it to your own imaginations to pourtray the 
1 ſceenes that would now enſue, and the triumphs of 
[ | | folly and fanaticiſm over ſenſe and loyalty, if, from - 


* the ſiniſter acceptation of God's being ſole King 
| | and Judge, muſt follow the abolition of all earthly 


6 j A Government and Judicature ; and your obedience . 
. to King Jeſus overturn your allegiance to King fd 
| ; George. | 
N 

. But ke me not be nifuatertoed as though * 0 
i ; meant to infinuate, that the Separatiſts from our 
k 5 communion generally lean towards the pernicious 15 


_| a 8 doctrines which 1 have been reprobating: though 

5 there be certainly ſomething ſuſpicious | in their ſtat- 955 
ing this principle of Chriſt's being the only Head 185 

K Tbs 7 ol his Church as a. kind of center of union to all 


[ þ Diſſenters; whereas | in fact, when reſtricted within 
. } d it's proper ſenſe, and guarded from perverſe miſap- . 
þ ſ TOTP plications, | it is equally a center of union to all chri- 
. 8 ſtians of every denomination. | The Corollary 0 KY 
N | 1 . concluſion which they draw from this principle is, 

} | e | that no earthly power: has a niche to ) preſcribe v what, 
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the diſciples of Chriſt are to believe. This I 
come now ' thirdly and laſtly to conſider. 
"ow 55 mention of preſcription in matters of 
Faith is an abſurdity. Belief is the child of perſua- 
ſion, not of Authority. Perſecution has made ma- 
ny an hypocrite, but never a true believer. But 
however incompetent human authority be for the 
propagation of Faith, yet muſt divine authority 
be ever acknowledg'd as it's legitimate ſource, 
When Man ſpeaks, we are at liberty to withold 
our aſſent, till proof generates conviction. When | 
God ſpeaks, all the proof requiſite is merely of the 
fact, chat it is God who ſpeaks ; and implicit belief 
muſt inſtantaneouſly follow. Now all who call 
themſelves chriſtians agree in receiving the Holy 
Scriptures as the undoubted word of God; and all | 
are conſequently under the ſame obligation to be- 
lieve and obey them. If then it can be made ap- 
pear that che Church of England does in any one 
ſingle inſtance preſcribe the belief of any article 
which is not contain d in Scripture, nor may be 
£ prov'd thereby come out of her: diſcard her au- 
0 thority; renounce her communion. But till this 
| can be done, and all the acuteneſs, all the induſtry, 
all the malice of her ableſt, as well as molt deter- ; 
min'd adverſaries have never yet. been able to do 
it ; 


„ E vn. 


2 


15 9: 


it; ;. to what purpoſe all a renunciation of human 
; authority i in matters of Religion? this raiſing ſuch 
a Suit about nothing, e to blind our eyes. 


Ib much I have thought necefary 1 in l 


1 13 DEF; $5 


to mr you upon your guard againſt the fly and in- 
fidious infinuations that lurk conceal'd under the 
walk of truth! in the aſſertion 1 have been confider- 
ing. ge allertion irfelf ! is ftritly true. Jeſus 
Chritt is the only Head of his Church; nor has 


ie 34 ve 94 1 


any earthly power a a right t to preſcribe what Chriſ- P 


$<#b4 2x 


tians are to ö believe. But from the mode of urg- 


44 ib 


ing this, and from the Rating it ſo particularly as 
the grand principle wherein all Difſenters agree, 
would not any unprejudic d ſtranger, ignorant of 


$114. AY 


the differences between us, be naturally induc d to 
ſuppoſe, that this ſaid agreement was peculiar, 


LES 


to the Diſſenters exclulively? chat the Church of 
England difavow'd. this grand principle? that by . 


her entitling the King her ſupreme head, the re- 


hy 7 I'S 


nounces the Headſhip of Chriſt ? that f the enforces 


afticles on your Faith by the mere dint of human 

authority, utterly upfupported by the word of God 
in Seri pture? This is in n fact what they with you. 
to wha, "though" they dare not openly and une | 
; quivocally” avow it. And this covert mode of at- 90 
MH oy 


| rack appear'd to me of conkequence ſufficient to 
"Ny | 1 demand 


Re IR SERMON AL ho 


5 demand ſingly one W Aiſoenitle, Their open 


and avow'd objections, together with what I have 
farther to offer upon the ſubject, I ſhall be able 


to comprize in two more Sermons; and having 


detain'd you long enough at preſent, ſhall now diſ- 
miſs you with the uſual concluſion ; aſcribing all 
honour and glory, praiſe, might, majeſty, and do- 


minion to the ever-bleſſed and undivided Trinity 


in Unity, for ever and ever. 
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A: that period of time when England, at length 

' happily emancipated from the ſpiritual tyranny of i 
Rome, was to eſtabliſh a National Church for her- 
ſelf, 'it could not be expected in the nature of 
things that all ſhould be uniformly of one mind 


reſpecting the model and form whereon that 


Church ſhould be conſtituted. The Maxim which 
our Reformers ſo prudently adopted, of departing 
from the Church of Rome no farther than ſhe had 
departed from the Church of Chriſt, was by no 


means agreeable to ſome hot headed zealots, who 


were for reprobating and diſcarding indiſcriminately 


whatſoever had been adopted by Papal Rome, 


| however primitive and orthodox; all which the cant 
of fanariciſm affected to abominate, as polluted 
| by the infectious touch of che ſcarlet. whore of Ba- 
| On: 


—— 


\ 
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SERMON . . 
bylon. Becauſe the Biſhop. or Pope of Men had 


uſurp 'd and exercis'd an undue dominion, therefore 
all Church government by Biſhops was Popiſh and 
Antichriſtian: becauſe the Church of Rome had 
invented and introduced many ceremonies that en- 

| courag'd ſuperſtition, and led to idolatry, therefore all 
"ceremonies were ſuperſtirious, Popiſh, and idolatrous: 
becauſe Papal Rome uſed a Liturgy, all Liturgies 
Were Popiſh: becauſe Rome encourag d pageantry, 
they were for baniſhing decency. Hence origi- 
nated the petulant cavils rais'd againſt praying by 
precompos'd forms, or a Liturgy; againſt the uſe 

| "of the Surplice, which though white, was branded | 


as arag of that ſame ſcarlet whore; againſt the in- 


nocent, howeyer ſignificant ceremonies of the croſs 


in baptiſm, and the ring in marriage; and againſt 


the humble and reverential poſture of kneeling at 


the holy communion, But theſe, ridiculous and 
trifling objections ſeem at preſentt to be nearly worn 


out: the expediency of precompos'd forms i is pretty 
generally acknowledg'd by the wiſeſt and beſt of 
the Preſbyterians themſelves, and rejeed only by | 


the moſt illiterate bigots of that ſet: and it is 
candidly own'd, that the old Puritans objected not 2 


ſo much to the ceremonies themſelves, as to the 


authority which impos d them. And this is one 
ſtriking inſtance among many, of the perverſe 
1 | | | mul 
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| -miſapplication of che principle, ater 1n my 


laſt diſcourſe, of Chriſt being the only. Head of the 


Church. All theſe 1 hall paſs over; as well as what 
relates merely to Church government, for the 
reaſon already affign'd; that every National Church 


has an indefealible right to model it's own, provi- 

ded there be nothit Ng therein repugnant tothe word By 

of God. Under this head I comprize the exception 

| taken againſt us, on account ofour withholding from 

: Chriſtian people the power of chooſing their own 
| Miniſters. | In the opinion of our Reformers the i in- 
"convenietices of that practice were imagin'd farro | 


oyer-balance 1 it's conyeniences : the Founders of the | 


Scottiſh Church, with the generality of. our Secta- 
ties, thought. otherwiſe : : nor has either party any 


right to find fault with che other on this point. . 
On the propriety « of requiring a ſubſcription t to Ar- . 
üͤcles from the Clergy, 1 mall only obſerve, that ” 


every Society has an undoubted right to \ preſcribe is 
rules and orders to- all whom it admits to a miniſtra- a 


tion of it $ Offices, and a participation F 1 it $ emo- 


| luments. And 1 heſitate not to affirm, © 


to a moſt: baſe infinuation, that our declaration of 


unfeigned aſſent and. conſent, to every thing con- 
tain'd in, and preſcrib'd by the book of Common 


Prayer, has not the moſt diſtant tendency to. injure | 


a Se, of conſcience, or the, Aridteſt Me - - 


* 


P : © * wo .5 * . * "IT | A 
| $15 1 N 1 5 e ii - 95 "x, 5 | TOWLE 
k 16 4 i K wit Mt 1 F y ” x! 785 TY. ) "Ms "I . 1 ** N a " N , wr 174 tags 45 1 \ . . N. 17. * * q (Hb, 1 > i NA N 
& dif} * SAR x 7 406 * - 4 3 FAS Af , 60 A 70 1 ern N * , 9,1 7 i , & a 
n . 


SERMON ; 113 


card to truth. Diſſenters may all do en We 


diſſent ht but e 


1 as briefly. 3 9 501 been 1 
now proceed to vindicate thoſe particular offices 


of our Liturgy which are ſtated by the Diſſenters 


as moſt peculiarly offenſive to them, and theſe are 


five; namely; thoſe of Ordination, and Confirma- 
tion, which are reſtricted to the Biſhop; and thoſe 
of Infant-baptiſm, Viſitation: of the ſick, and Burial 


of the dead, which are ordinary miniſtrations of | 


every Pariſh Prieſt. To the two firſt it is but na- 
tural to expect objections, were it only on ac- 
count of the hands by which they are confer' d; 


ſince to a ſtaunch Preſpyterian, Prelacy is little 
0 leſs obnoxious than Popery. To begin then with 
the Ordination ſervice, wherein they confine their 


accuſations principally to one part, which is this: 


the Biſhop ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe | 


ſins thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ; and whoſe 
{fins thou doſt retain, they are retained. On this 


form they thus inſidiouſly and indecently comment. 755 
We can not find in the New Teſtament, ſay they 


ſaceringly, that Biſhops in the preſent day poſſeſs. 
the power of forgiving ſins ; much leſs of commu- 
nicating that power to others. | Witt and ſmart 


this z be and what may paſs upon | ſuch as can not diſ- | 


„ „ tinguiſh 
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. SERMON | IX. 
: tinguiſh W ridicule and argument. But let 
them turn to the ſixteenth chapter of Saint Mat- 


thew, where at the nineteenth verſe Chriſt tells 


Saint Peter, I will give unto thee the keys of the 


kingdom of heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind 
on earth ſhall be bound in heaven, and whatſoever 


thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. 
Next, to ſhew that theſe words are not to be reſtrict- 
ed to Saint Peter excluſively, let them turn to the 
eighteenth chapter of the ſame Goſpel, where at the 


eighteenth verſe Chriſt addreſſing Himſelf to all 


the Apoſtles, uſes nearly the ſame words: Verily 


I fay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth 
ſhall be bound in heaven, and whatſoever ye ſhall 


looſe, on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven. Once 
more, let me refer them to the twentieth chapter 


of Saint John's Goſpel ; where the holy Evange- 


1 liſt having recorded an appearance of Chriſt to his 


diſciples after his reſurrection, has the following 
very remarkable paſſage. Then ſaid Jeſus unto 
them again, Peace be unto you : as my Father hath 


ſent Me, even ſo ſend I you. And when He had 


ſaid this, he breathed on them, and faith unto them, | 
\ Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſeſoever ſins ye 


remit, they : are remitted unto them; and whoſeſo- 
ever fins ye retain; they are retained. Here we 


9 have the very form of words uſed by Chriſt Jeſus, 


the oo. e and Biſhop of our ſouls, in or- 
daining 


* 
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daining his diſciples to Weit Apoſtolical Prieſt- 
hood. And this form our Church, in reveren-! | ; 


tial imitation of her divine F ounder, Rill retains, 
But common ſenſe, if accompanied by the ſmalleſt 
degree of candour, cannot but ſuggeſt one very 
material diſtinction. The bleſſed Jeſus had pro- | 
mis'd to fend the Comforter, that Holy Spirit 
which proceedeth from the Farher and the Son. | 
He breathed on them, and the promiſe was ac- | 5 


PRISM: 


compliſh'd. The words then which as ut- 4 
ter'd by Chriſt were authoritative, when pro- 0 
nounc'd by man are but ſupplicatory. And q 
that our Church adopts them in that ſenſe "is 115 f ! 
manifeſt from the whole tenor of the Ordina- 0 
tion ſervice itſelf. The Biſhop in his previous i 
exhortation enjoins the candidates for Prieſthood N 9 
to pray continually to God the Father, by the Me- 17 8 i | 


diation of the only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
heavenly affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. The 
hymns us'd on that occaſion are ſolemn invoca- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt. Chriſt made uſe of no 
ſuch invocations : He commanded, and i it ſtood 
faſt, Then for what is call'd the power of the 
Keys, namely, remitting or retaining of ſins; al- 
though the learned differ conſiderably with reſpe&t 
to it's full latitude, yet 1s it moſt uſually reſtricted 


to ſpiritual cenſures and abſolutions. And the | 
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mo SERMON IX. 


Churck may be ſafely juſtified for retaining an ex- 
preſſion thrice repeated by Chriſt Himfelf, even 


though: the! full extent and preciſe import of that 


expreſſion be granted to be but imperfectly un- 


derſtood. | 


This unreaſonable cavil againſt a part of our Or- 
dination ſervice being thus at ſome length obviated, 


I come next to their equally unreaſonable cavils at | 


the rite of Confirmation, that other Epiſcopal func- 
tion. Here they affect to be angry, becauſe the Biſhop 
in his addreſs to God ſolemnly declares that God has 
vouchſaf d to regenerate theſe his ſervants by wa- 
ter and. the Holy Ghoſt. Were this office to be 
us'd to the unbaptiz'd, the objection would be juſt; 
but whoever underſtands the nature of the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm will plainly ſee, that theſe words 
amount to no more than a grateful acknowledg- 
ment that God hath. already admitted theſe his ſer- 
vants into the covenant of grace by the laver of 


Ih regeneration in Baptiſm. But farther, the Biſhop 


by laying on of hands, certifies each particular per- 
ſon of God's favour and gracious goodneſs towards 
him: though he can not poſſibly tell that all whom 
he thus certifies are regenerated and true Chriſ- 
tians. Here i is a ſtriking inſtance. of that equivo- 
cal ambiguity ſo frequently” and fo. ſhaineleſsly em- 
ploy'd for the abuſe of our Church, and her ordi- 

Dances, 
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nances. The Biſhop does know that each perſon 
on whom he thus lays his hand is a Chriſtian, and 


regenerate by Baptiſm, whereby he became a 


member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor 
ol the kingdom of heaven. But here they artfully 


foiſt in a different acceptation of the words; mean- 


ing by regenerated and true Chriſtians, ſuch as by 


the conſtant practice of goodneſs have uniformly 


continued in that ſtate of grace to which they were 
admitted by Baptiſm. Now to which of the can- 


didates for Confirmation this deſcription may be 


competent, we grant the Biſhop can not poſſibly 
know ; and that for this plain reaſon, becauſe he is 
not infallible. Here then again a ſmall mixture of 
candour with common ſenſe will ſerve for the vin- 
_ dication of this rite; whereby the Biſhop only cer- 
rifies the continuance of that grace beſtow'd in 
Baptiſm on ſuch as fulfil the conditions in that very 


Baptiſm ſtipulated ; and which, as our Catechiſm 
teaches, when they come to age themſelves are 


bound to perform. 


In hopes that what I have now advanc'd in juſ- 
rification of the offices of our Church reſpecting 


theſe two Epiſcopal functions of Ordination and Con- 
firmation may ſuffice for the ſatisfaction of the mem- 
bers of our own communion, and enable them to 
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| view with merited contempt the Keulen and cap- 
1 tious exceptions of gainſayers; I here diſmiſs the 
N topic ; and proceed to vindicate thoſe other ſer- 
vices which appertain to our daily miniſtration as 
| - Pariſh Prieſts, from the equally trifling and equally 
i malicious objections of our adverſaries. Now 
5 among theſe offices there are three which are 
ö 1 mark'd as being peculiarly objectionable, namely, 
— the reſpective forms of adminiſtering Baptiſm, of 
viſiting the ſick, and of burying the dead. Jo be- 
BE | gin then with the firſt of theſe, the adminiſtration 
| of Baptiſm. Now on this ſubject I mean not to 


f b treſpaſs on your time and abuſe your patience by 
WA N entering on a formal confutation of the Quakers 
| | 3 N on the one hand, or of the Anabaptiſts on the other. 
Wl The firſt of theſe, under the pretence of rejecting 
| 1 what they chuſe to call carnal ordinances, admit of 
'k | neither Prieſthood, Service, nor even Sacra- - 
J. ments; and enthuſiaſtically dreaming of a fancied 

inſpiration which they denominate inward light, 


refer every thing thereto, in preference to the writ- | 
ten word of God in Scripture ; which they affect 
to call the dead letter, Now in oppoſition to En- 
thuſiaſm, which is a ſpecies of madneſs, it is vain to 
employ the arms of reaſon : and though there may 
be, and I doubt not are, very ſenſible individuals, 
Rom the prejudices of education and habit retain 
Wt | | in 
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in that ſociety; yet there ſeems little danger of any 
man being induc'd to deſert the national Church 
for it's ſake; unleſs on ſome motives of temporal 


intereſt, or worldly policy. Nor is much more to 


be apprehended from the Anabaptiſts ; who are ad- 


vocates for the ſacrament of Baptiſm, but deny it 
to | Infants; in direct oppoſition to the com- 


mand of Chriſt, as well as to the practice of the firſt 
and pureſt ages of Chriſtianity. 


Leaving then the Quaker and the Anabaptiſt to 


their ſeveral abſurdities, I ſhall here confine my- 
ſelf to the exceptions taken by the Preſbyterians 
againſt the form preſcrib'd by the Church of Eng- 
land for the adminiſtration of this Sacrament of 


Baptiſm ;' and theſe are two. The firſt is, that we 


aſk the Infant queſtions, which it can neither un- 
derſtand nor anſwer. Here is a falſe ſtatement of 
the fact. We aſk nothing of the Infant. Bur Bap- 
tiſm being a ſolemn initiation into the new cove- 
nant of grace, and the nature of a covenant imply- 
ing reciprocal conditions, the Church dares not ad- 
mit into that covenant an Infant conceived and born 
in ſin, without exacting the neceſſary ſtipulations on 
the Infant's paft; the nature of which ſtipula- 
tions we know the Infant can not underſtand, while 
an Infant; and therefore charge the ſponſors to take 

14 care 
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care that he be properly. inſtructed therein, as "28 | 
as his years will permit: and it is to thoſe ſponſors 


we put the queſtions, which they are to anſwer in 
the name and on the behalf of the Infant, previous 


to his admiſſion into the ſacramental covenant of 
* Baptiſm. This firſt cavil then would come with 


more propriety from the Anabaptiſts, who witho: d- 
ing the participation of this ſacrament from In- 
fants, allow it only to Adults, or thoſe 1 8 full age 


to anſwer for themſelves. 


"os obindicn met be. ae fill ee 


der'd; not only as being much more ſpecious and 
plauſible, hut as alſo coinciding with the prejudices of 
too many of our awn communion, and particularly 


among the lower, ranks of life. It is thus tated. 
Our Church refuſes to receive thoſe as ſponſors for 
the religious education of their own children, 
whom the God of nature has conſtituted ſuch ; and 


_ appoints others, to whom God has not delegated 
0 this | important and ſolemn truſt. Now here again 


is an egregicus fallacy and miſrepreſentation; for it 


is inſimuated as though the Church of England 
would fain deprive parents of the care of their own 


children, fo far at leaſt as reſpects religious educa- 


6 tion; and would commit that moſt ſacred truſt to 


ers, Whereas the real truth is no more than 
10 chis: : 
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this : the Church very properly conſiders all parents 
as already engag'd by the ſtricteſt ties both of na- 
ture and religion to take care of the education of 
their own children. But notwithſtanding theſe 
obligations, parents may be, and too oſten in fact 
are negligent orincapable of performing their duty : 
many deſert their families; many are called off by 


death. For all theſe emergencies the Church 


would willingly make a proviſion, by appointing 


others upon whom that charge might devolve in 


caſe of the neglect, incapacity, deſertion, or death 
of the parents. And farther, to inſure, as far as 

poſſible, a proper choice of perſons for this mo- 
mentous truſt, ſhe ordains, that no perſon be ad- 
mitted Godfather or Godmother, before the ſaid 


perſon ſo undertaking hath received the holy com- 


munion. But alas! this wiſe and ſalutary provi- 


ſion of the Church is in a great meaſure defeated 


by two circumſtances. One is, that the common 


law of the land inveſts no controuling power in 


h ſponſors ; ; ſo that the utmoſt they can do is no more 


than to adviſe and remonſtrate : and the other is, 


the laxity at leaſt, if not impiety of the times; 
owing to which, the ſtanding to a child, as it is 
call'd, or undertaking the office of a ſponſor, is now 
confider'd as a mere piece of ceremony; and inſtead 
of implying * ion of duty, only confer- 
ring 
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ring a kind of title to a participation of the chriſten- 


ing entertainment. Here then however we may 
lament the decay of piety among us, and the con- 
ſequent perverſion of a moſt ſacred ordinance, yet 


can not the leaſt degree of blame attach to our 
Church; which on the contrary is highly praiſe- 

worthy for the very ſolicitous care ſhe has in this 
inſtance expreſs'd for the religious education of her 
members. 


There remain yet to be confider'd the cavils of 
Diſſenters againſt ſome parts of our. Viſitation and 
Funeral ſervices, which I ſhall reſerve for my next, 


and that my concluding diſcourſe on this ſubject. 


5 Now, to God, the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, for ever, and ever. 
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REACH D ON SUNDAY MAY 17, 1795. 


4 
* 2 * 


Having in my laſt diſcourſe obviated the 
cavils rais'd by the Diſſenters againſt the ſeveral 
forms preſcrib'd by our Church for Ordination, 
Confirmation, and Baptiſm ; I now proceed to thoſe 
againſt our reſpective offices for viſiting the ſick, 
and burying the dead. In the firſt of theſe, the 


form of Abſolution is particularly cenſur'd. The 


Prieſt ay they, after the ſick perſon has profeſſed 


his faith and repentance, whether that profeſſion be 
ſincere or not, is directed to ſay, By the authority 


committed to me I abſolve thee from all thy ſins. 

And hereon it is obſerv'd, that neither does the 
Prieſt poſſeſs the power of knowing mens 
bearts, nor is any ſuch authority committed to him 
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from above. In inſwer hereto I beg leave to ſub- 
mit to you the four following remarks. F irſt then 
I obſerve that this whole office is entirely diſcre- 


tionary. When our liturgy was firſt compil'd, 
ſuch was the low ſtate of learning, that but few 


Miniſters could be found who were deem'd capa- 
ble of properly inſtructing the people. Hence the 


diſtinction in thoſe days between Preachers, who 
were ſpecially licenc'd to preach; and other Mini- 


' ters, for whoſe uſe the Homilies were compos'd 


and ſet forth. Now the Canon ſays expreſsly, that 
when a Miniſter is call'd upon to viſit the ſick, he 
mall uſe the Viſitation ſervice, if he be no Preacher; 


but if he be a Preacher, then hall he proceed as he 
| thall think moſt needful and convenient. Now in 
thefe days, when learning is ſo much more generally 
| diffus'd, this diſtinction no longer exiſts; every 
Miniſter of the Church of England being a Prea- 
cher; and as ſuch enjoying a diſcretionary power 


reſpecting the uſe of this ſervice. Secondly, the 


words, I abſolye thee, however abſolute they 
may ſeem, are nevertheleſs clearly conditional, 

on che proviſo that che finners repenrance be fincere; | 
which though unknown to the Prieſt, is known to 
"God; who will accordingly either ratify the Abſo- 
lution, or not. But thirdly, that the Church here- 
; by meant no more than a remiſſion of eccleſiaſtical 


cenſures, £ 
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cenſures, and inſuring to the ſick penitent the pri- 
vileges of church communion, will be little doubted 
by any, who will candidly examine the prayer im- 
mediately following this abſolution. Oper thine: 
eye of mercy upon this thy ſervant, who moſt ear- 
neſtly defireth pardon and forgiveneſs. Surely he 


can not think himſelf in full poſſeſſion of that for 
which he thus importunately renews his ſupplication. 


Again; Preſerve and continue this fick member in 
the unity of the Church. The tenor of this peti- 
tion not obſcurely points out the meaning of the 
foregoing Abſolution. Fourthly ard laſtly, in con- 


ſideration of the great change of manners that has 


prevail'd ſince the compilement of our Liturgy, I 
am much miſtaken if the generality of the Clergy 
do.not avail themſelves of the diſcretionary power 
above mention'd : ſo that this formidable objec- 
tion is level'd after all againſt what may be conſi- 
der'd as an obſolete Statute, remaining indeed in the 
book unrepeal'd, but never hy in ern 


1 come now Maly to our F uneral Service ; 
which the Diſſenters profeſs to admire greatly upon 
the whole, but object warmly to ſome parts of it; 


becauſe they are read over all characters, and are ap- 
plicable only to real Chriſtians. In anſwer here- 
unto it has been urg'd by Ritualiſts, that the com- 

pilers 
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pilers of our Liturgy, data upon a os exer- 
ciſe of diſcipline, never ſuppds d that any would be 


offer d to chriſtian burial, who had not led chriſ- 
tian lives. But this apology. I candidly own ap- 
pears to me little ſatisfactory. From the conſide- 


ration of thoſe deſcriptions of perſons to whom the 
Church denies chriſtian burial may, I think, be 
collected her true ſentiments concerning all others 
to whom ſhe allows that burial. She denies it to 
three deſcriptions ; the unbaptiz'd, excommunicate, 


and ſelf- murderers. Of theſe the firſt have never 
been admitted into the Church; the ſecond 
have been authoritatively expell'd out of it; and 
the third have died in the actual commiſſion of a 


ſin, which precludes all poſſibility of an after-re- | 


pentance. Theſe three alone excepted, the en- 
joins the burial ſervice to be perform'd for alt others 
indiſcriminately. Hence I infer, that the Church 

with equal prudence and charity meant to diſcoun- 

tenance all private judgment; that ſhe looks upon 
all as true Chriſtians, who having been once admit- 

ted into the covenant of grace by Baptiſm, have ne- 

ver by their groſs enormities incur'd her public cen- 

fore ; and that ſhe preſumes not to arraign the va- 

 hdity and efficacy of a death-bed repentance, which 

1 even the moſt notorious ſinner may have exercis'd, 

for ought we can ſay to the contrary : and whoſe | 


_— 
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ſincerity can be known only to that omniſcient Be- 


ing to whom all hearts are open, all deſires known, 
and from whom no ſecrets are hid. Viewing then 
the ſentiments of our Church in this juſt light, it 
will not be found very difficult ſatisfactorily to vin- 
dicate the condemn'd paſſages. They are princi- 
pally three: one in the form us d by us an commit- 
ting the body to the ground; and one in each 
of the two concluding prayers. Theſe I ſhall con- 
ſider i in their order. 


* © » 4 
. N td a —— — — — 
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F irſt 3 the body being laid in the grave, 
we ſay, Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed God of his 


great mercy to take unto Himſelf the ſoul of our 
dear brother, or ſiſter, here departed. Upon this 


we are told, that the expreſſion of God in mercy . 


taking a ſoul to Himſelf, can imply nothing leſs 
than the eternal ſalvation of that ſoul ; conſequently 
that we affirm all to be ſaved, over whoſe remains 
we pronounce theſe words. Had any ſuch infer- 

_ ence been intended, an alteration ſhould ſurely 
have been made for the ſake of conſiſtency in 
what follows; and inſtead of, Blefſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, ſhould have been 


ſubſtituted, Beg are the dead to whom the 
Church 7 
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Church of England is plessd to vdirchfafo chrif- 
tian burial. But farther, we commit the bo- 


dy to the ground in fure and certain hope 
of the reſurrection to eternal life. True: we 
expreſs our faith and hope of a general reſurrecłion 


at the laſt day, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but 


we preſume not to pronounce concerning the in- 


dividval body now lying before us, whether it 
ſhall riſe to eternal happineſs, or to eternal mi- 


ſery. One of the two alternatives we know to be 
certain; but which of the two muſt be leſt to 


the final ſentence of the great Judge, from whoſe 
Tighteous determination there can be no appeal. 


Our form then, when interpreted by candour, 


amounts to no more than this: Whereas it hath 


ſeemed good to the God of all mercy to ſummon __ 


out of this world the ſoul of this our late et | 
Ve the ſurvivors do here carefully depoſit the body 

in. the boſom of it's parent earth; in full confi- 
dence, grounded on the declarations of] eſus Chriſt, 


that it ſhall one day. be. raiſed again; and reunited 


to the ſame ſoul which has lately forſaken, it, ſhall _ 
therewith partake of the endleſs bliſs, or endleſs. 
' 4orment, reſerv d for it in the world to come. 


| Secondly, in the firſt of the two. concluding 
prayers is this expreſſion, We e Thee hearty 
| bf thanks, 


" 
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thanks, for that it hath pleaſed Thee to deliver this ; 
our brother out of the miſeries of this ſinful world. 
This, ſay they, you read over thoſe who are pro- 
bably gone to a worſe place. Poſlibly they are; 
nay, and I grant, according to the beſt of our 
judgments, probably too: but who made us jud- 
ges in theſe caſes? It may ſuit Puritanical pride 
to pronounce dogmatically on the future condition 
of individuals : we reſt contented with ſetting in 
array the terrors of the Lord to deter ſinners in 
this life; but when once the fpicit is departed, 
true chriſtian humility will beware of all peremp- 
tory deciſions. And whereas the weakneſs of hu- 
manity can not but revolt at the loſs of thoſe who OY 
| were near and dear to us, the Church in the true | 
ſpirit of religion and piety offers a corrective to 
this weakneſs, by inculcating not only reſignation, 
but even thankfulneſs. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; both are alike his doing, 
and all his ways are mercy Mt goodneks = WC | 
be the Name of the Lord. je . Yi | 


„„ 


m e vet e hi prayer immedi- 
ately preceding the final bleſſing, and which is of- 
fer'd up to God in behalf of the ſurviving attend- | | 
ants on the deceas'd, is this petition, We meekly „„ 
beſeech Thee, O Father, to raiſe us from the death 3 
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of fin unto the life of righteouſneſs ; that when we 
ſhall depart this life, we may reſt in Him, that is in 


Chriſt; as our hope is this our brother doth, 


Here again is Puritanic zeal rous'd into a flame. 
What? do you profeſs before God that you hope 


| this your brother reſts in Chriſt, when you muſt 


believe that he died i in his fins, and is not gone to 
Chriſt ? And why, let me aſk in my turn, Why 


am 1 bound to believe this? did I ſee or hear 


che deceas d vomit forth his laſt breath in blaſphe- 
mies? am I conſcious to what paſs'd berween his 


ſoul and God in his parting moments? probably 


his life had been wicked; I ſuſpect as much: pol- 


ſibly I know it; and of courſe entertain ſtrong 


doubts and fears as to his final doom ; but ſhall 


theſe doubts and fears abſolutely prechide every 
ray of hope? mult I preſumptuouſly take upon 
me to declare his ſoul irrevocably damn'd to all 
eternity? | God of his infinite mercy forbid! for- 
bid it piety ! forbid it charity ! Nor again do we 


pray that we may reſt in Chriſt in the ſame man- 
ner as our deceas'd brother doth. Abſurd in the 
higheſt degree for any man to ſtake his own falva- 


tion on that of another. Our prayer is poſitive, 


that after our departure out of this life we may reſt 
in Chriſt ; to which we add, not, as this our bro- 
ther doth, but, as our hope is this our brother doth. 

We 


eee © an 


We affirm nothing concerning the deceas'd, but 
only expreſs. a hope; however faint and probably 
groundleſs that hope may be. And the hypocri- 


ical affectation of ſanctity that reprobates this, can 


not but on the ſame ground reprobate even our 
bleſſed Saviour Himlelf, for compaſſionately weep- 
ing over that Jeruſalem, which after having killed 


the Prophets, and ſtoned them which were ſent un- 


to her, would very ſhortly proceed, as He certainly 


foreknew, to fill up the full meaſure of her ini-- 


quities by crucifying Hirnſelf, the Lord of Life, 


Lou are now, my beloved brethren, in poſſeſ- 
ſion of my ſentiments reſpecting ſuch objections as 


have come to my knowledge, againſt the ſeveral of- 
fices us'd in our Church. There may be others ; but 


I am juſtified i in conſidering theſe as the principal, - 
ſince theſe they profeſſedly allege as grounds of 


their diſſent. And from the obſervations, how- 


ever imperfect, which I have made upon them, I 


truſt they will appear in your eyes as they do in 
mine ; nothing more than the peeviſh petulant ca- 
vils of diſcontented men, impatient of controul, 
reſtleſs under authority, and diſſatisfied with what- 
ever accords not minutely with their own idle fan- 
_ cies, opinions, and prejudices. But were their ob- 
jections of ten times more importance than they in 
„ act 
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act poſſeſs, fill” would they be far Gon ſufficient 


+ to vindicate them from the heavy charge of un- 
neceſſaty, and therefore ſinful, Schiſm. Nothing 


can juſtify a breach of chriſtian union and com- 


munon, but the circumſtance of a Church requir- 
ing fuch terms of communion as are in oppoſition 


to the commands of God, and the doctrines of the 
Goſpel. On this circumſtance alone do Prote- 
ſtanes juſtify their ſeparation from the Church of 


Rome. Among her terms of communion is ido- - 


latry, w 1 is exprefily forbidden by God; and 


N therefore we can not in conſcience comply. But 


no ſuch unlawful terms are preſcrib'd by our 


Church. The Unitärian indeed, who rejects the 


doctrine of the Trinity, can not conſiſtently hold 


communion with that Church which is built up- 
on the baſis ol the Trinity. But the Preſbyterian, 


merely as ſuch, quarrels at things in themſelves in- 
different; diſlikes this and that, which he would | 
| have mended according to his own model ; but 
aſter all his utmoſt efforts can not charge us with 
any repugnancy to Scripture. And although their 


ſeparation, being protected by the act of Tolera- 
tion, thenceforwards ceaſes to be an offihite' againſt | 


the laws of the land; yet how far it continues to 
be an offence againſt the divine law of charity and 
| love, is a rien matter of conſideration for them- 


ſelves. 0 
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| ſelves. Be that as s it may; we are innocent : e 
Pan look to | i. | 


For my own part, the more minutely and the 
more impartially I examine into the grounds and 
motives of ſeparation alleg'd by the ſeveral ſects ok 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſtill the more reaſons do 1 
diſcover for thankfulneſs to God, for that he hath | 
been graciouſly pleaſed. to call me'to a miniſtration 
in the Church of England: Mill do I ſee in a 
ſtronger light the propriety of applying to that 
Church thoſe words of the Apoſtle which I have 
prefix'd as a Text to this ſeries of diſeourſes. A 
ſtrict application of the words can indeed be alone 
' competent. to the Church triumphant in heaven, 
compos'd of God's Elect, | the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect. The Church militant here in 
earth, conſiſting of frail mortals, moſt in ſome de- 
gree partake of human infirmity. To affirm that 
our Liturgy is abſolutely faultleſs, would be to 
claim the gift of inſpiration to it's compilers. 
Learned and pious they all were; many of them 
were Martyrs and Confeſſors: but we pretend not 
to ſay they were inſpir d, nor of conſequence could 
they be infallible. But thus much we may ſafely 
and confidently aſſert, that a more perfect and fault- 
leſs work never iſſued from the pens of uninſpir'd 
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men. And ſhould e ever a review of i it be thought 


expedient, little more will be found neceſſary than 


an accommodation of ſome few parts, and thoſe 
| chiefly among the Rubrics, to the alter'd manners 


of the times. And ſuch a review might not im- 
probably. have taken place before now, had it not 


been for the unreaſonable cavils of the Diſſenters; 


whoſe real aims are eaſily diſcoverable through the 


flimſy veil. wherewith they affect to cover them. 


Againſt. theſe both Church and State can never 


be too cautiouſly guarded: and when a fortreſs 


is cloſely begirt and vigorouſiy attack 'd by an in- 
veterate and indefatigable foe, an attention to the 
meaneſt and apparently moſt inſignificant outwork. 
becomes a matter of importance. Shall we give 


N then 10 eee No; not or an hour. . 


— 


42 am 0 8 3 to entertain a 1 0 
chat any thing I have advanc'd in theſe diſcourſes 
would reconcile a ſingle Diſſenter to the C hurch, 


even on the ſuppoſition that any of that deſcription | 


had made a part of my audience, and tavour'd me 
with the ſame attention which 1 have experienc'd | 
from vou. 1 well know the rooted obſtinacy of 


| their prejudices, imbib'd in earlieſt infancy, and bog 
confirm d by education and habit. 1 And God for- | 
| bid that 1 ſhould judge them: to our common 


a 
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Maſter they muſt ſtand or fall. It is for the fake 


of my own flock ſolely that 1 have engag'd in 
this tedious undertaking, which I have now at laſt 


brought to a concluſion; and whoſe merit, if any 


human infirmity, of being 


be allow'd it, belongs more to the deſign than to 
che execution. It has been my aim to guard you 


againſt the wily arts, and furniſh you with anſwers 


to the captious cavils of ſuch as would fain ſeduce 


you from the plain and ſafe road of truth, into the 
crooked by-paths of error, which lead to deſtruc- 
tion; and who for that purpoſe ceaſe not continu- 


ally to revile and malign the eſtabliſh'd Church. 
Of that Church, whereof we are happily members, 
I have endeavour'd to impreſs you with that high 


opinion, which is to me the reſult of conviction; 
and to juſtify the application I have made to it of 


the words of the Text: ſinee it can fairly claim 
the merit, beyond any other eſtabliſhment of 


Chriſtianity, and with the exceptions only of mere 


* 
k 


A "3 Church, not having Gor or Os 
or any ſuch thing! 


And may the Almighty ever preſerve, protect, 


. and bleſs it! may He proſper its ſupreme head 
upon earth, our gracious Sovereign; granting him 


a long 
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IM long and happy life, and compleat victory over 


alſo the decided enemies of Order, of virtue; and 
of Religion! And may He vouchſafe to us his 
humble ſervants grace ſo to faithfully ſerve, honour, 
and obey Him here, that hereafter we may finally 
+ _ ©» obtaineverlaſting life; and forever join, the heavenly 
choix of Saints and Angels Im uncen 


r 


all his enemies both foreign and domeſtic; who are 
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